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EvEsham’s NEwEst 
OldEst Pub! the Red lion, Evesham

Tucked away in the corner of Evesham’s 
Market Place this unpretentious little pub 
hides a wealth of history and character. 

Evesham residents may remember it as The 
Boot and Shoe Company and some older ones 
as WF Electricals but I’m certain there are none 
who would have enjoyed a pint here when it 
last opened it’s doors as The Red Lion Inn in 
1910. 
The first recorded use of the premises as a 
public house dates back to 1728 so it’s first run 

of over 170 years would be the envy 
of any modern pub.*
A well known and respected Evesham 
tradesman vouches for the tale of 
why the original Red Lion was sadly 
missed by a particular section of 
the community when it closed.  It 
would appear that one Rev. Dr. Walker from 
the nearby All Saints Church was prone to very 
lengthy and scholarly sermons and that, upon 
their commencement it wasn’t unusual for 

the choirmen to slip quietly 
out of the vestry door, enjoy a 
few at the Red Lion and return 
before the sermon was done. 
What’s more, on more than one 
occasion the Rev. Dr. was heard 
to compliment the choir on the 
noticeable improvement in the 
quality of their singing, after 
his sermon.
The Red Lion is a pretty basic 
place dedicated to beer and 
cider. There’s no music or 

television, no alcopops or fancy cocktails and 
no food (although you’re welcome to bring your 
own in or order delivery to the pub from the 
many nearby food outlets).
There are five ales on offer, generally all from 
Cannon Royall but with an occasional guest plus 
a real cider (soon to be two) and a real perry. A 
loyalty card scheme gives a free pint for every 
eight bought, effectively bringing the price of a 
pint down to a very reasonable £2.40.
Open from 11.00am all day every day, this is a 
great place for a pint and a chat, for reading the 
papers, playing pub games or simply for people 
watching in the bustling Market Place. In 
difficult times for pubs in general The Red Lion 
is certainly bucking the trend, first by opening 
and then by it’s very innovative policies. We 
wish them every success.

Use your mobile phone’s QR reader to scan

FREEPlease take one

Friday 13th isn’t always such a bad day. This June it not only marked 
the opening of Shakespeare CAMRA’s immensely successful Stratford-
upon-Avon Beer and Cider Festival, but it was also the official opening 
of Cannon Royall Brewery’s first pub in Evesham, The Red Lion. 
Working at the beer festival meant a rush from Stratford to Evesham 
to celebrate the opening – our aspiration to be the pub’s first official 
customers however were thwarted by (now a regular customer) Chris 
Llewellyn, a Swansea man now living in Evesham.

l Chris is pictured here with the voice behind 
Cannon Royall, Glenda Harvey and Manager 
Rachel Wood, enjoying the first pint.

*Our thanks to ‘Evesham Inns and Signs’ (2008), a collection of 
Evesham Journal articles by TJS Baylis, collated and edited by 

Stanley Brotherton for this historic information.
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Chairman’s Letter
For those of you who normally receive Shakesbeer in the post you will be used to a word from our Chairman, Lloyd Evans. We have 
decided to include this in the magazine so that those who might be thinking about coming and joining the branch in a more active 
way can see a small summary of what we get up to that previously may not have made it in here.

Hello Branch Members,
This year’s Stratford Beer and Cider Festival had the highest number of beers, ciders & 
perries ever available over the eight years of this annual event due to a planned (approx.) 
twenty five percent increase on last year’s successful festival.

Over seventy different beers were placed upon the stillaging by Tuesday night which were carefully conditioned over the 
next few days by the Bar Manager, Bob Kirby, who did not leave the Racecourse site during this period. The theme for 
this year’s Festival was “Shakespeare CAMRA Member’s Favourite Beers” as all the members of the branch had previously 

been given the opportunity to vote for their favourite beers. 

However, in addition to this list beers were also sourced from all over the country along with four of the breweries currently 
brewing in the Warwickshire area of our branch. Further to this I was also pleased to see that there were also over thirty ciders 
and perries available on the other bar. 

The weather clearly brought out the crowds as attendance figures were again very high with around 1,500 people joining us. 
Calculations showed that by the Saturday evening well over sixty casks of beer had been consumed and from the high number 
of positive comments that we received, it was obviously a very friendly and sociable atmosphere for all concerned. The extra 
floor space that was also made available by moving the bars into the larger room, also proved to be a very popular move as it 
created more seating areas for people to relax in.

After such a weekend I must commend and thank all the helpers who gave their own time 
so freely to support, organise and staff the event as without their involvement there would 
never be a Festival in Stratford. 

Personally speaking, my CAMRA activities have been a bit less frequent recently as I have 
been on holiday over the past few weeks but it was good to return to a well attended branch 
meeting at the Round of GRas, Badsey. During that meeting it was encouraging to hear 
of the many events that had been planned by various pubs and clubs in our area for the Bank 
Holiday weekend and I can only hope that they proved to be well supported and successful 
ventures for all concerned.

Finally at the end of August, I presented the CoaCh and hoRses in Harvington with 
their runners-up certificate in the CAMRA Worcestershire County Pub of the Year competition 
which is a fantastic achievement and due recognition for all the hard work that they and 
their staff have made since taking over the running of the pub.

next Branch Meeting: Tuesday, 21st october at 8.00pm 
Red Lion, 6 Market Place, evesham WR11 4Re 8pm 

Best wishes as always, Lloyd
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The best things 
in life are three

HANDCRAFTED BEERS FROM THE 
COTSWOLD HILLS SINCE 1849The Brewery, Hook Norton, Oxfordshire, OX15 5NY 01608 730384  

twitter.com/hookybrewery

facebook.com/hooknortonbrewery

Visitor Centre open Mon - Sat 9.30am - 4.30pm all year round
www. hooky.co.uk  e: vc@hooky.co.uk
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evesham
The Red Lion
Finally after a few false starts Friday 13th 
June may be unlucky for some, but not 
for Cannon Royall as they finally got to 
open Evesham’s newest pub for many 
years.  The pub is tucked away in a corner 
of the Market Square and has been various 
shops over recent years but has now gone 
back to its original roots as a pub (see full 
article on the history and opening).

The oRChaRd
After the recent re-branding and 
refurbishment, a recent visit to The 
Orchard confirmed that the three previous 
handpumps were all still in place but 
rather disappointingly all three on this 
occasion were sporting a similar Hook 
Norton, Old Hooky pump clip.

The iRon Road aka 
The RaiLWay hoTeL
It is very pleasing to see that this venue 
is sporting some very fetching paintwork 
outside hinting at its former life - its 
great to see the investment happening. 
Additionally we learn that they have 

installed a fourth hand pump and in the 
coming week the ales available should 
be (18th-24th Sept.) Robinsons Trooper, 
Wychwood Hobgoblin, Sharps Doom Bar 
and Robinsons Dizzy Blonde along with 
ciders Thatchers Heritage and Westons 
Country Perry. 

The RoyaL oak
It’s nice to see Evesham’s Royal Oak open 
again in mid-May and looking better 
following a refurbishment. In the care of 
Chef, Alistair Barlow, who has been in the 

trade for nearly 20 years (one time Deputy 
Manager of The one eLM, Stratford) 
and partner Stacey (front of house), it 
appears to be doing well. The three real 
ales on - Hobgoblin, Tribute and Doombar 
are proving popular and will remain 
unchanged for the time being although 
Alistair may experiment with more variety 
in due course.  Their main interest though 
is food, ‘fresh, locally sourced and ethically 
produced’ and a full menu is available all 
day, every day from about 9.30am. With 
morning hot drinks coming with free 
toast, complimentary hot sausage rolls 
appearing on the bar at 5.00pm every 
weekday, treats for well behaved dogs and 
even sun-tan lotion for unprepared people 
on our rare hot days, the pair are certainly 
going all out to please. As the beer was in 
great condition when we visited we can 
only wish them well.

Church Lench
The LenChes CLuB
The August Bank Holiday also saw an “open 
weekend” at the Lenches Club in Church 
Lench which although is technically just 
outside the Shakespeare branch boundary, 
it is frequented by a few of our members 
as they regularly have two real ales on 
offer. However this weekend, ten real ales 

and ciders were available as part of the 
celebrations along with the proposed 
activities for the rest of the family.

Bretforton
The fLeeCe
Over the weekend of the 29th August the 
Fleece Inn at Bretforton held a successful 
end of summer Beer and Blues Festival at 
the pub. The Beer of the Festival was Sarah 
Hughes Dark Ruby Mild whilst Slater’s Top 
Totty and Dark Star Hophead were voted 
joint second. Of further interest was 
the appearance of a Bell Tower 
Beer brewed by Cotswold Lion 
brewery just outside Cheltenham 
to support the Bell Tower appeal 
in Evesham with the intention that 50 
pence from every pint will be donated 
to this very worthy cause. If interested 
watch out for further appearances of this 
beer at the Fleece over the next month. 
Also on October 24th - 26th they will 
be holding their annual Apple and Ale 
Festival where you can see traditional 
engines driving crushers and various 
mechanical items, then see the giant 
apple press work its magic extracting all 
that juice!  There will also be a beer tent 
with local cheeses.  Entry is free.

irons Cross
Queens head
Since reporting in Issue 56 of Shakesbeer 
that this newly made over establishment 
had closed, we can now report that 
there are signs of life!  Although no word 
of a date just yet there is significant 
landscaping works happening along with 
a sign advertising “coming soon - the 
ultimate carvery and grill house” so lets 
hope there is some good ale to go along 
with the promised great food.

Pub news & Reports...
Beer Drinker, Reader or CAMRA Member - the reports and short stories below all 
come from people like yourself, so if you find yourself in one of our wonderful 
pubs, feel free to drop us a note about anything you think should be in this 
section! shakesbeer@shakespearecamra.org.uk

l Alistair and Stacey at 
The Royal Oak

ConTinued on PaGe 6
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stratford-upon-avon
aLe house
At this wonderful micro pub they seem to 
be doing all the right things as Shakespeare 
CAMRA members voted them Summer 
Pub of the Branch 2014.  The presentation 
was made the evening of July 29th and on 
arrival it seemed like word had gotten out 
and it was pleasantly full!  A good selection 
of beers were available in tip top condition 
including more than the usual three.

one eLM
On a recent visit we can report that there 
is real cider available in the form of Aspell’s 
Cyder served from a bag in box.  They will be 
selling various seasonal ‘Cyders’ throughout 
the summer so you might have been lucky 
enough to catch some!

hampton Lucy
The BoaRs head
On a recent visit here it was 
good to see still beers from a local brewery 
- Church Farm, which had originally been 
available here very regularly.

shipston-on-stour
The faLCon inn
This pub has recently seen ministerial 
presence with Nadhim Zahawi dropping in 
to officially open the pub after a £40,000 
investment jointly by licensee Simon Coyle 
and Punch Taverns.  The works have given 
the pub an updated look and created some 

new jobs in the process. Investments of 
any kind that keep pubs open is always a 
welcome note, so well done!

harvington
The CoaCh and hoRses
We can report that to coincide with CAMRA’s 
CASK Ale week (25th Sept - 5th Oct) the 
Coach will be holding a beer festival from 
the 26th - 28th of September serving 
additional ale in their new function room as 
well as their normal four.
We can also report that after being voted 
Shakespeare Branch Pub for Worcestershire 
they have gone on to become runner up 
for the whole of Worcestershire narrowly 
missing out on the top spot for the county 
which is an excellent position for a first 
time entry (see full article on the runner 
up presentation). However, they have not 
stopped there and have gone on to earn 
themselves a place in the 2015 CAMRA Good 
Beer Guide which is no easy task having to 
be voted in by CAMRA branch members are 
rigorous judging.

Broom
The BRooM TaveRn
August Bank Holiday weekend was 
celebrated at The Broom Tavern with the 
2014 “Broomfest” which saw twenty real 
ales on offer, plus a number of ciders, 
including offerings from three Shakespeare 
area breweries including North Cotswolds, 
Purity and Whale. Housed primarily in a 
large marquee on the main car park, it 
featured live music sessions with al fresco 

and BBQ cooking. 
Our congratulations for organising such a 
well run and ambitious event go to Fritz 
Ronneburg who with his Chef colleague 
Richard Walton, took over The Broom Tavern 
in 2012 and after a major re-development 
the pub is now establishing itself as an 
excellent venue for food with a choice of real 
ales on handpump to accompany the meals. 
If you have never visited the pub since the 
improvements I would suggest that a visit 
to their website www.broomtavern.
co.uk would make interesting reading 
especially the Chef’s profile under the main 
link entitled “about us”.

Pathlow
aRMouRies aRMs
Sadly we learn that the fate of this pub is 
in threat as the whole “armouries estate, 
museum, pub etc.” are all up for sale. The 
current landlord / lady are devastated 
having been doing well at building up the 
trade and reputation.

Wilmcote
MaRy aRden
We learn that there are now new tenants 
in here and its being run by a new young 
couple, Sarah Davies and Adrian Rann.  We 
wish them every success at this popular 
tourist local.

stretton-on-fosse
The PLouGh
The Plough at Stretton-on-Fosse changed 
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hands in June 2014 and after a week’s 
closure for redecorating and some cellar 
work, it has reopened with new owners 
Mandy and Steve Aubrey at the helm.
Four handpumps dispense Sharp’s Doom 
Bar and Wickwar BOB as the two regulars 
and a changing choice from the Marston’s 
list on the other two. On a recent visit 
these were Wychwood Hobgoblin and 
Brakspear Bitter.
The pub is open every day from 
11-11 with food served lunchtimes and 
evenings (but not Sunday evening). A 
new French chef, Christoff is due to join 
the team in July.

Pictured at the pumps are Mandy and 
Steve and although they have not run a 
pub before, Steve grew up in the GReaT 
WesTeRn aRMs in Blockley when his 
father was the landlord (then a Flowers 
house and now Hook Norton).
It is with sadness that Shakespeare 
Branch says farewell to Sara and 
Jean-Pierre who ran the pub for many 
years and won various awards including 
Pub of the Year for the whole County of 
Warwickshire. We wish them a happy 
retirement.

kings Coughton
The MoaT house inn
This been taken over by ‘The Lovely Pub 
Group’ who run seven other pubs in 
Warwickshire and it is currently being 
refurbished with an expected opening 
date of October 2014.

shakespeare Pubs go from 
sTRenGTh To sTRenGTh!
shakespeare’s summer Pub of the season...
The sTRaTfoRd aLehouse

On Christmas Eve 2013, the Stratford 
Alehouse opened for business, 
being the first micropub in the 

Shakespeare Branch area.  A member of 
the Micropub Association, the Stratford 
Alehouse is a family-run business run by 
Bill O’Brien, along with General Manager, 
Phil Atherton.  Serving real ale direct from 
the cask, the Stratford Alehouse pledges 
to support local breweries, as well as other 
breweries not usually seen in the area.  
Congratulations therefore to Bill and Phil who after just seven months at The Stratford 
Alehouse, have been voted Shakespeare CAMRA’s Pub of the Season for Summer 2014.  The 
Stratford Alehouse was packed with CAMRA members and regulars for presentation of the 
award on 29 July, which was made by Pete Godfrey, Shakespeare CAMRA GBG Officer.  Bill 
and Phil thanked everyone immensely for their continued support.

Multi award Winning...
The CoaCh and hoRses, 
haRvinGTon

Having taken over this somewhat 
unloved village local, Di and Steve 
Salter have over the last 3 years, 

turned this place around.  So much so they 
are gaining a lot of attention from CAMRA 
at a regional level.  They are providing not 
just a pub but are acting as a local hub for 
many activities and clubs.  This pub was 
judged so good that like the Alehouse 
above, it had been awarded a Pub of the 
Season award back in Spring 2013. Not content with this, the branch members voted them 
Branch Worcestershire Pub of the Year, this then puts them forward to the competition 
for overall Worcestershire Pub of the Year which in turn leads to the overall CAMRA Pub of 
the Year award. As a first timer at county level, we were all over the moon to find they had 
come runner up to the CAMRA Worcestershire County Pub, being only just pipped to the 
post by The Weighbridge, Alvechurch. Not being content with their great achievements, so 
far their efforts have seen them produce a pub and serve beer that branch members have 
voted them into the CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2015 which is no meant feat!
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CAMRA 
Warwickshire

County 
Pub Of The Year 

2012

The Norman Knight  Whichford  near Shipston-on-Stour  Warwickshire
Telephone 01608 684621     www.thenormanknight.co.uk

he Norman Knight is open seven evenings per week and Tuesday to Sunday

lunchtimes serving a choice of up to seven real ales including several 

brewed on the premises at our award winning Patriot Brewery 

plus two real ciders and Perry.

Live music features throughout the year covering all musical tastes – check out our

website for all the up to date menus, opening times and music, or follow us on

Facebook or Twitter @thenormanknight.

Popular with walkers and cyclists throughout the year and with our Caravan

Club approved CL site at the rear of the pub why not make a weekend of it. 

With real log fires in both bars during winter months The Norman Knight is a perfect

place to unwind and relax, with its enviable position overlooking Whichford village green

in the rural Cotswolds district and an in area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Not only do we serve well kept ales and ciders we also have an eclectic and

regularly changing wine list overseen by our qualified wine and beer

sommelier Richard which of course leads us on to our fantastic restaurant

overseen by our well loved French Chef Jean-Michel.

Jean-Michel has pulled together a well balanced menu combining pub

classics interlaced with traditional French and more modern dishes.

Regularly changing menus and specials all cooked fresh using locally

sourced and seasonal ingredients with plenty of choice means that you

will be spoilt for choice either at lunch or for dinner.

T

Norman Knight ad  22/9/13  20:36  Page 1
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LocAle

The CAMRA LocAle scheme was created in 2007 by CAMRA’s Nottingham branch which wanted 
to help support the tradition of brewing within Nottinghamshire, following the demise of local 
brewer Hardys and Hansons. Following on from our Locale feature in Shakesbeer Spring 2013 
we will be keeping you up to date on the most recent Locale accredited pubs. Below are our 
most recent locale conscriptors and so you should be able to track down a pint of beer produced 
with 30 miles of that pub.

Everyone benefits from local pubs stocking locally-brewed real ale…
•	 Public	houses	as	stocking	local	real	ales	can	increase	pub	visits	
•	 Consumers	who	enjoy	greater	beer	choice	and	diversity	
•	 Local	brewers	who	gain	from	increased	sales	
•	 The	local	economy	because	more	money	is	spent	and	retained	locally	
•	 The	environment	due	to	fewer	‘beer	miles’	resulting	in	less	road	congestion	and	pollution	
•	 Tourism	due	to	an	increased	sense	of	local	identity	and	pride	-	let’s	celebrate	what	makes	our	locality	different	

Accreditation is at the sole discretion of the local CAMRA branch and subject to the licensee agreeing to the following...
•	 That	they	will	endeavour	to	ensure	at	least	one	locally	brewed	real	ale,	as	defined	by	the	local	branch,	is	on	sale	at	all	times	
•	 Only	real	ale,	as	defined	by	CAMRA,	can	be	promoted	as	a	CAMRA	LocAle	
•	 Where	the	standard	of	real	ale	sold	falls	below	an	acceptable	quality,	accreditation	will	be	withdrawn	
•	 That	accreditation	can	be	withdrawn	at	any	time	at	the	discretion	of	the	local	branch	
•	 That	should	accreditation	be	withdrawn,	or	should	the	licensee	withdraw	from	the	scheme,	all	LocAle	publicity	material	must	be	

removed from the pub and the licensee cease using the CAMRA LocAle logo.

CAMRA LocAle - promoting pubs that sell locally-
brewed real ale, reducing the number of ‘beer miles’, 
and supporting local breweries. CAMRA LocAle is an 
initiative that promotes pubs stocking locally-brewed 
real ale. The scheme builds on a growing consumer 
demand for quality local produce and an increased 
awareness of ‘green’ issues.

Stratford Ale House Stratford :: Fox & Hounds Great Wolford :: Howard Arms  Ilmington :: Red Lion Little Compton :: Red Lion Long 
Compton :: George Hotel Lower Brailes :: White Hart Newbold-on-Stour :: Peacock Oxhill :: White Bear Shipston-on-Stour :: Plough 
Stretton-on-Fosse :: Gate Inn Upper Brailes :: Bell Inn Welford-on-Avon :: The Fleece Bretforton :: Crown & Trumpet Broadway 
Castle Edgehill :: Boars Head Hampton Lucy :: Queens Head Sedgeberrow :: Coach & Horses Shipston :: The Black Horse Inn Shipston 
The Falcon Stratford :: New Bulls Head (formerly The West End) Stratford :: The Bear Stratford :: Norman Knight Whichford 
Bidford Legion Bidford :: The Golden Bee Stratford :: Armouries Arms Pathlow

The CAMRA LocAle scheme 
offers

Real Ale – The Facts

•	 	Real	ale	is	brwewed	using	four	main	ingredients	–	
Hops,	Water,	Yeast	and	Malted	Barley	

•	 	The	number	of	breweries	have	doubled	in	the	last	
ten	years.	There	are	now	more	than	1,000	real	ale	
breweries	in	Britain	brewing	over	5,500	different	
real	ales

•	 	Real	ale	comes	in	a	variety	of	styles	including	
Golden	Ale,	Stout,	Porter,	Best	Bitter,	Bitter,	Mild,	
Barley	Wine,	Old	Ale	and	Indian	Pale	Ale	(IPA)

•	 	To	view	the	current	Champion	Beers	of	Britain	visit	
www.camra.org.uk/cbob

•	 	CAMRA,	the	Campaign	for	Real	Ale,	now	boasts	
a	membership	of	over	145,000.	If	you	would	like	to	
join	CAMRA	please	visit	www.camra.org.uk/join	

CAMRA, The Campaign for Real Ale
230 Hatfield Road, St Albans
Hertfordshire
AL1 4LW
(01727) 867201
www.carma.org.uk/locale

CAMRA LocAle is an accreditation
scheme to promote pubs that sell

locally-brewed real ale.

www.camra.org.uk/locale

The	CAMRA	LocAle	scheme	helps	to	promote	the	
pub	as	a	place	to	enjoy	a	pint	of	quality,	local	real	ale.	
Accredited	pubs	can	use	free	promotional	materials	
supplied	by	CAMRA	which	include:

FREE Promotional Items for Pubs

PostersWindow Stickers

Pump Clip Crowners

THIS REAL ALE IS 
LOCALLY BREWED
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definition of local
The Sustainable Communities Act, which 
CAMRA strongly supports, provides a 
definition of local as up to 30 miles from 
the point of sale. CAMRA recommends 
that the distance is calculated from the 
pub to the brewery and should be based 
on the shortest driving distance. Real 
ales from regional and national breweries 
as well as from microbreweries can be 

regarded as “local” if they are brewed 
within what the branch has decided as 
being the local area. 

how do I find 
a locale Pub?
Pubs which have been given LocAle 
status by their local CAMRA branch 
can display the LocAle sticker on their 
windows/doors. The stickers have the 

year for which they have been accredited 
as LocAle pubs by their branch. They 
may also have posters up in the pub and 
on the pumps that are serving locally 
brewed beers there will be LocAle pump 
clip crowners.

To find a locale accredited pub in this area 
see the branch website and look for the 
http://www.shakespearecamra.org.
uk/rainshc/
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This year’s beer list was heavily 
influenced by our branch 
members with a vote given 

to all for their favourite beers.  This 
meant we had beers stretching far and 
wide from across the country which 
made for quite a variety but also the 
opportunity to work with our excellent 
local breweries such as Whale Ale, 
North Cotswold, Cannon Royall, Purity, 
Wye Valley and Hook Norton. Friday 
saw the visit from the Hook Norton 
Shires and Dray which after being 
fuelled on Old Hooky went off into 
Stratford to promote us.
It must have been good as there 
were well over 60 casks consumed 
and nearly 30 boxes of cider & perry 
amounting to nearly 5500 pints! You 
must have been thirsty!
We were also lucky to expand the 
festival from last year and were able 
to showcase an extra 25 beers (around 
a 50% increase). To achieve this we 
were blessed with the large function 
room at the racecourse which from 
popular opinion, sounded to be a good 
move - this was close to doubling the 

floor space previously available to us. 
The weather was mostly kind which 
brought out around 1,500 of you beer 
lovers to the racecourse.
 We enjoyed last year’s entertainment 
so much that we invited them back 
again on the Saturday this year. They 
were the excellent “Swing from Paris” 
and “The Stuart Bishop” who gave us a 
mix [not at the same time] of Parisian 
Jazz and covers from all music eras.  
This year’s first beers to sell out were 
Turpin’s Golden Citrus (3.8%) followed 
minutes later by Sharps Doom Bar 

Reserve along with Exmoor Beast being 
voted ‘Beer of the Festival’.
Having a long relationship with the 
Shakespeare Hospice - a charity dear 
to a lot of people, we invited them 
back to raise money at the festival. 
We also presented our donation of 
£600 (accepted on their behalf by 
Doug Burns) which is raised by your 
generously donated unused beer 
tokens.

It’s Festival Time (well the 8th to be precise!!)

Time rolls around so fast and after many months in the 
making, I find myself here writing about the annual 
branch Beer Festival - and again, what a corker!  For 
those of you that came last year who were unlucky 
enough to find we had run out, I hope this year there 
was a good tipple to whet your whistle with what 
seemed to be just about the right amount.

l Festival Volunteers

“...there were well 
over 60 casks 

consumed and nearly 
30 boxes of cider & 
perry amounting to 
nearly 5,500 pints! 
You must have been 

thirsty!”
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It’s Festival Time (well the 8th to be precise!!)
The festival is a massive undertaking - without our merry band of volunteers 
we would not even be able to put on half of what we do, some of whom are 
becoming festival veterans and have travelled a great distance to be with us.
Alongside our volunteers, are you our customers, friends, punters, drinkers, 
beer lovers alike - you keep coming back and for that we thank you and 
hope you continue to find Stratford Beer Festival an interesting point in the 
Festival calendar for unusual, regular and classics to try.
And finally, our sponsors...  The involvement from our sponsors is immense 
from large nationals to very small locals and public houses.  Sponsorship 
covers all areas from shirts, glasses, even radio communication and any 
involvement is greatly welcomed to allow us to showcase to you the very 
best that real ale has to offer.
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5 real ales    
28 wines by the glass
premium draught lagers
fabulous pub food
Sunday roast     
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GUILD ST.

RSC

Telephone: 01789 265 540
Swan’s Nest, CV37 7LT

5 minutes walk from the RSC

8 real ales
28 wines by the glass
Premium draught lagers
Fabulous pub food
Sunday roast

• Four Real Ales
• Real Cider
• 5 Star Food Hygiene Rating
• Cask Marque
plus Quiz Night every Sunday!

FOOD SERVED:
Traditional Pub Food & Sunday Lunches
Mon-Sat: 6-9pm :: Sunday Lunch: 12-3pm

OUTSIDE 
CATERING 
& MOBILE 

BAR

Harvington WR11 8NJ

FUNCTION 
ROOM

& SKITTLE 
ALLEY

Opening times: Mon-Fri 5pm to 12.00
Sat. 12-12 :: Sun. 12-11.30

Shakespeare 
CAMRA

Pub of the 
Season 

Spring 2013

Shakespeare 
Branch

Worcestershire 
Pub of the 

Year
2014

We show

info@coachandhorsesharvington.com
www.coachandhorsesharvington.com

01386 870249

~ BEER FESTIVAL ~
26th, 27th & 28th September 2014to coincide with the start of Cask Ale Week
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Pubco Reform

14 Closing date for copy for the next issue of  Shakesbeer is 10th November 2014

Just as we went to press last 
CAMRA reports that the Government is 
introducing a new Statutory Code and 

Pubs Adjudicator which will ensure that 
publicans are treated fairly and will crack 
down on sky-high rents and beer prices 
charged by the big pub companies.
Publicans could see the price they pay for 
beer fall by up to 60p a pint if the new 
Adjudicator forces the big pubcos to match 
open market prices. As a result we could 
see cheaper pub prices for customers, more 
investment in pubs and ultimately fewer 

pub closures.
This campaign success is testament to the 
ten years of tireless campaigning by CAMRA 
members and branches.
Along with countless other campaign 
meetings and events thank you for helping 
us reach 45,000 supporters on the petition 
which was delivered to Vince Cable just last 
month. 
The next step for the campaign is to fight 
for the Government to go even further with 
guest beer and market rent only options 
for tied publicans. At present the reforms 

only apply to England and Wales but we 
will continue pushing for reforms to be 
introduced across the UK.
Thank you for all your hard work in getting 
us this far!
Cheers!

Just as we went to press last CAMRA reports that the 
government is introducing a new Statutory Code and Pubs 
Adjudicator which will ensure that publicans are treated 
fairly and will crack down on sky-high rents and beer prices 
charged by the big pub companies.

faiR deaL foR ouR PuBs

Calling all pubs and breweries...
You can advertise in these 
pages and reach beer drinkers 
in Shakespeare Country and 
well beyond

Distributed FREE to all local CAMRA members and delivered 
by members to real ale pubs and clubs throughout the 
branch area local festivals and neighbouring branches

Contact “Shakesbeer” at shakesbeer@shakespearecamra.org.uk

Issue 56 - Spring 2014

Newsletter of Shakespeare branch of CAMRA - Real ale in Shakespeare Country and The Vale

See our website www.shakespearecamra.org.uk

DYNAMIC DUO!
Here in Shakespeare Branch we are lucky to have an array of quality pubs and each year we award an overall winner for the branch. Covering two counties, this can be diffi  cult 

with very strong contenders. Sometimes there are old favourites that are obvious choices 
and sometimes there is an establishment that comes out of the blue.
This year we award Shakespeare CAMRA 
Branch Pub of Worcestershire to THE COACH& HORSES, Harvington and Warwickshire to THE HOLLY BUSH, Alcester.
The presentation for the Coach & Horses came fi rst a few weeks back - word had gotten 
around and the pub was packed with well 
wishers, locals and the like.  Branch chair 
Lloyd Evans, explained to the crowd about 
the process of monitoring our pubs in both 
counties and obtaining feedback from our 
members and visitors which leads us to award seasonal and other awards throughout the 
year of which the Coach & Horses was Pub of the Season Spring 2013. Building on this we arrive at the decision of the Worcestershire Pub of the Year chosen by branch members. Lloyd then raised the question of “why the Coach and Horses?”. From the many reasons you can pick, one is evident from looking through the village news to see the support the pub gives the local community such as Songbird and the many clubs held there including the ukulele club 

which generates a tremendous atmosphere 

on Tuesday nights and the over 50s lunch club which Lloyd was keen to join!  When all of 
these factors are put together it gives a pub which rightly deserves to be at the centre of the community and be chosen for this award.  Landlords Steve and Di Salter have made 

fantastic improvements. It is now somewhere you can recognise as a community pub – 
where people can come, mix, socialise and 
enjoy the company of people in the village and it is a tremendous complement to what Steve and Di have achieved.
They were absolutely over the moon 
with this recognition being relative new 
comers to the pub trade and went on to 
thank customers, the local community and 
visitors, but most importantly the whole 
team including cellar man Neil, Julie, Esther, Beth, Chloe, Claire and Rob.
We wish them every continued success for 
what seems to be an excellent recipe for 
success.
We next presented to The Holly Bush, 
Alcester ...  Again a packed pub with 
members attending the branch AGM 
and regular drinkers. Lloyd made the 
presentation to Teej Deffl  ey landlady, 
touching on just a few of the many 
reasons why this free house pub was 
awarded Warwickshire Branch Pub of the 
Year - hosting many of the local groups, 
beer festivals and an excellent range of 8+ 

excellent kept ales, real cider and perry.  It 
has also achieved Shakespeare Warwickshire Branch Pub no less than 6 times of the 16 years Teej has been running it - 2000, 2001, 2002, 2007, 2011 and now 2014 and came runner up in the overall Warwickshire Pub of the Year in 2011.  They seem to have a formula here that just draws people in and was recently written about by the Birmingham Mail as one of the Midlands Top 30 Pubs to Visit.

So again we would like to wish Teej and 
her staff  all the very best and congratulate 
them on their ever growing collection of 
“Shakespeare CAMRA silverware” and long 
may it continue.
Both pubs go forward with a chance to win overall pub for their respective county.

THE COACH & HORSES, HARVINGTON ANDTHE HOLLY BUSH, ALCESTER AWARDED BRANCH PUBS OF THE YEAR.

Use your mobile phone’s QR reader to scan

FREEPleasetake one
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£150.00 
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Half
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£80.00
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Full
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£125.00
£375.00 
for 4 issues
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WHALE MAKESA SPLASH AT No. 10
Whale Ale Ltd. was one of just ten 

companies selected from thousands that have 

secured start-up funding through schemes set 

up by the government aimed at supporting 

new British businesses.Whilst discussing their venture with them, 

Mr Cameron pulled and tasted his own pint, 

giving the brothers a defi nite thumbs up. 
Tom said, “We were very proud to see our 

beer enjoyed by the Prime Minister especially 

since we understand he is a fan of British real 

ale. The reception was held upstairs in a state 

room and the Prime Minister was keen to pour 

his own beer and have a taste.”
Ed added: “We found it surreal to park our van 

outside the front door of Number 10 for most 

of the day! We also had to be quite careful 
carrying casks of beer up the main staircase 

and into the state rooms. Mr Cameron really 

enjoyed our beers which were then sampled 

by a crowd of ministers, senior civil servants, 

Lords and entrepreneurs once the Prime 
Minister had departed!”

We at Shakespeare CAMRA are absolutely 
delighted, (though hardly surprised), that 

Whale Ale was amongst those selected to 
showcase at the Downing Street reception. 

Despite the government’s dismal lack of 
support for pubs and the disturbing trend 

of pub closures, Ed and Tom are part of a 
14% growth in brewing and join 187 new 

breweries and over 5200 regularly brewed 
British beers to feature in the recently 

launched Good Beer Guide 2014. 

According to GBG editor Roger Protz, “There has been a 
boom in the growth of 

breweries 
over the last 12 months, resulting 

in a total of 1147 breweries now producing 

beer in the UK – and with more breweries 
comes greater choice for the drinker and more 

opportunities to buy locally produced brews.”
Well it would seem that David Cameron 

doesn’t need asking twice.

Warwickshire’s newest brewers (and it appears, the youngest brewery 

owners in the country), Tom and Ed Coyte, certainly made a big splash 

on 12th September when they were invited to meet the Prime Minister 

at a Downing Street reception to celebrate Whale Ale, their Brailes 

based brewery and showcase their beers.

Use your mobile phone’s QR reader to scan

FREEPlease take one
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●  Prime Minister meets Ed and Tom at No. 10
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Brewery news...
Since their very first pint of ale was 
brewed, Whale have been finding green 
ways to dispose of the spent grains and 
they needed to look no further than 
the farm right across the road.  They 
have been supplying the local cattle 
with spent malted barley for just over a 
year now and they must admit they are 
looking mighty fine on it!  Whilst on a 
recent visit, the cattle had specifically 

requested to try the Pale Whale from a 
bottle - this went down a treat.

Although outside 
of the branch, 
we can report 
that Purity’s Bar 
and Kitchen located in Birmingham 
city centre has been awarded 4th Best 
New Bar in the UK, which is no mean 
feat based on the quantity of eligible 
entrants.

Although Hooky 
are one of the 
oldest breweries 
founded in 1849, they are always looking 
to the future and to this end they have 
taken delivery of a new micro brewery 
plant which they are planning to use to 
brew up some short run unique beers 
whilst continuing all the old favourites. 

Lion brings Hooky a 
Marketing Excellence 
award, being given re-
cently by the Oxfordshire 
Business Awards for its 
brand development and 
campaign of the recent 
launch beer.

Nearby to 
Shakespeare’s 
branch, Bird’s are 
helping in the plight of 
one of Worcestershire’s 
most threatened habitats. 
Their newest beer Nightjar 
will help raise funds 
for the Worcestershire 
Wildlife Trust with 2p and 
2.8p from bottles and 
pints sold going towards 
this appeal.

Cask Ales,Ciders
          &Wines
Cask Ales,Ciders
          &Wines

Real Ale
          

    Straight from the cask

                           

          Served as it’s meant to be ....
    
                           

....and at a fair price

12b, Greenhill Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 6LF l Tel:07746 807 966 l www.thestratfordalehouse.com

We are a family-run business with a pledge to support 
smaller, local breweries as well as casting our net further 
afield to the four corners of the British Isles in our quest
to maintain an unusual and varied selection of beers.

Autumn/Winter opening hours:
Monday-Friday 1.00-8.00pm (or later)
Saturday 12.00-8.00pm (or later)
Sunday 12.00-4.00pm
Last admission 30 mins prior to closing

THE AREA’S 
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Weatheroak 
Welcome to Shakesbeer to 
Weatheroak Brewery, just off 
our patch in the village of 
Studley, Warwickshire.  The 
five barrel brewing operation 
outgrew its original home at 
The Coach and Horses 
Weatheroak, where it 
started in 1998, and 
moved to Studley in 
2009. Run by father 
and son team Dave and 
Toby Smith they sup-
ply their range of six 
ales to about forty out-
lets within a rough 
thirty mile radius. 
In November 1999, in 
order to satisfy  a 
growing demand for 
Weatheroak beers they 

opened an Off Licence in Al-
vechurch, (now closed), sell-
ing real ale in any quantity 
from a single pint to eight gal-
lons, supplied direct from the 
brewery. Continuing their suc-
cess and in order to showcase 
their beers Dave and Toby 

have recently opened The Vic-
toria Works , (formerly The 
Nags Head), just across the 
road from the brewery site in 
Redditch Road. This is now 
the brewery taphouse where 
the full Weatheroak range is 
always available with the same 

take away opportunity 
previously available at 
Alvechurch. 
Amongst those on of-
fer are Keystone Hops 
(5.0%ABV) which was 
an award winner in 
CAMRA’s Warwick-
shire Beer of the Year 
2009 and Victoria 
Works (4.3% ABV), 
which was voted 
Champion Beer of 
Warwickshire in 2010. Brewers Dave  and Toby Smith 
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Over the past months Wye Val-
ley have been searching for a 
real life Dorothy Goodbody the 
invented persona whose iconic 
form has been the face on a 
range of Wye Valley Beers for 
over 16 years now.  The  suc-
cessful beauty will appear in a 
photo-shoot for their 2013 cal-
endar. According to managing 
Director Vernon Amor, they are 
looking for  - and I quote – “… 
a vivacious character with a bit 

of our Dorothy at heart; a gor-
geous but real-life beauty who 
looks believable as Dorothy and 
can carry off our 1950s photo 
shoot in style. We imagine our 

‘Dorothy 
for the Day’ 
as someone 
with real 
spirit and 
an irresisti-
bly charm-
ing mix of 
confidence 
and inno-
cence.” 
 As our so 
called sum-

mer draws to a close we look 
forward to some exciting Au-
tumnal beers. Any time now a 
brand new beer, Dorothy Good-
body’s Blackberry Blush, should 
hit the bars. This 4.1% beer with 
a distinctive blush hue has a 
delicate fruity aroma and a tart 
finish. October sees the return of 
Hop 101, a 4.5% golden beer 
which uses the new Hereford-
shire bred hop which was first 
used last year. November, along 
with bonfires and sparklers, 
brings us Dorothy Goodbody’s 
Big Bang, 4.5%, a red brown 
beer with a malty sweetness and 
a hint of warming ginger. 

Brewery News 

The new team at North Cots-
wold appear to be working well 
and have added over forty new 
customers as well as doubling 
their regular stockists in the 

past few months. Amongst oth-
er profile raisers a Jubilee 
Week takeover of The Bear at 
The Swan’s Nest in Stratford 
saw the whole range of North 
Cotswold Beers available, a 
very successful bar at a charity 
event at The Broom Hall Inn, 
(see page 4) and a ‘Meet the 
Brewer’ night at The Vaults 
Real Ale Bar in Knowle. 
This year’s new Windrush Ale, 
a refreshing 3.6% light beer has 
proved a phenomenal success 

and is now rivalling Cotswold 
Best, 4.0% as their best seller. 
There’s no excuse for not find-
ing the beers locally as new 
regular outlets in our area in-
clude  the Church Street 
Town House, Stratford Upon 
Avon, The Ferry, Alveston, 
Boars Head, Hampton Lucy, 
The New Inn, Clifford Cham-
bers, The Roebuck and The 
Holly Bush, Alcester and The 
Broom Hall Inn, Broom. 

Diamond Queen, brewed to 
celebrate the jubilee has proved 
such a success that Bird’s are 
continuing to produce it. Re 
badged as ‘Summer Daze’ this 

4.2% dry and hoppy bitter will 
be available long after said 
summer has been and gone. 
Whilst the number of  stockists 
for Bird’s beers are growing 
they’re yet to establish a regu-
lar outlet in the branch. Just 
keep your eyes open at some of 
the larger freehouses like The 
Bear, Stratford and The 
Fleece, Bretforton who have 

them quite often. 
Of course, now that the Long 
awaited shop at Bird’s Brewery 
in Bromsgrove has finally 
opened, the full range of beers 
can be bought to enjoy at your 
leisure. All are available in 
bottles or 5 litre minikegs, 
(8½pints) and draught beers 
can be obtained in Polypins or 
‘Bag-in-Box’ if pre-ordered.  
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Over the coming weeks you can catch 
the apple pressing taking place 
at the GoLden CRoss, Ardens 

Grafton on September 28th. You can 
arrive here with your own apples and take 
home juice for a small charitable fee. The 
fLeeCe inn, Bretforton on October 24th 
- 26th will also be holding their annual 
Apple and Ale Festival where you can see 
traditional engines driving crushers and 
various mechanical items, then see the 
giant apple press work its magic extracting 
all that juice!  There will also be a beer tent 
with local cheeses.  Entry is free.
For both events see websites for details.

Have you ever wondered how cider is 
made? - and we mean real cider, none of 
this mass produced fizzy apple squash.  
Cider making has long been a traditional 
countryside craft,that involves years of 
experience to get the correct blend of 
apples for a great tasting cider.  Fancy a 
go yourself?
The process of making real cider is 
simple and has remained unchanged 
for centuries:  Select apples, press them, 
ferment slowly in barrels over the winter 
and by early summer you will have dry, 
still, refreshing real cider!

The Cider Press
Welcome to the second edition of the Cider Press
We are now fast approaching prime cider production time and across the apple 
producing counties the sheds and barns will be alive with the sound of crushing 
and pulping.  Our very own Hogan’s have their fingers crossed for a bumper 
harvest after the lack of a real cold spell in the winter did not quell too many 
of the pests. Like a number of producers, they like to use apples from orchards 
where there are no pesticides used.  However the continuation of the mild spell 
and the early arrival of spring / summer has meant that growth got off to a flying 
start and so far the crop looks good.

The basic simplified 
process that cider 
producers follow to 
make real cider is:
PreParaTIon...
Apples arrive from the orchards, they 
are washed and sorted to remove rotten 
apples. All leaves, twigs and other orchard 
debris is removed to leave just the fruit 
that meets the standard.

PulPIng...
Apples are then mashed, either 
mechanically using a mill or a scratter, to 
create a pulp which is put into the cider 
press.

PressIng...
The cider press extracts the juice from 
the apples, which then goes directly into 
fermentation barrels.

FermenTaTIon...
No yeast is added as this occurs naturally 
on the skin and in the flesh of the apple. 
The fermentation is a slow process due to 
the low temperatures over winter. 
Traditionally, it is ready when you hear the 
first cuckoo in spring.

You can find “real” cider in the following pubs in 
shakespeare Branch...
•  Castle Inn, edgehill, OX15 6DJ
•  CrOwn anD trumpet, Church street, Broadway, wr12 7ae
•  HOlly BusH, 37 Henley street, alcester, B49 5QX
•  OlD reD HOrse, 17 Vine street, evesham, wr11 4re
•  rOunD Of Gras, 47 Bretforton road, Badsey, wr11 7XQ
•  tHree HOrsesHOes, wixford, B49 6DG
•  wHIte lIOn, evesham street, alcester, B49 5Ds 
•  COaCH & HOrses, station road, Harvington, wr11 8nJ
•  fleeCe Inn, the Cross, Bretforton, wr11 7Je
•  lOrD nelsOn, 69 priory rd, alcester, B49 5ea
•  plOuGH, stretton-on-fosse, Gl56 9QX
•  stratfOrD aleHOuse, 12b Greenhill street, stratford-on-avon, CV37 9QB
•  wHIte Bear, High street, shipston-on-stour, CV36 4aJ

and hopefully more...
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Hogan’s award winning ciders and perry are available in bottles, bag-in-box and keg.
For more information and to place an order call 01789 488433 or 
email allen@hoganscider.co.uk
lower barn buildings, Haselor, alcester, b49 6lx 
www.hoganscider.co.uk

Have you tried our 
award-winning ciders yet?
our bag-in-box is Made in tHe Malvern Hills FroM 100% FresH pressed 
englisH cider apples and precious little else. Hogan’s brings you tHe 
true taste oF tHe englisH orcHard.

Hazy daisy 3.9% picker’s passion 5.3% panking pole 6.2% vintage perry 5.8% 

winner
caMra regional 
cider of the year, 
west Midlands 
region 2012

hogan’s
Hogan’s, Warwickshire's only commercial 
cider producer, is celebrating again with 
a win for one of their newest products, 
Hazy Daisy, scooping a gold medal at the 
International Cider Challenge alongside a 
silver medal for medium cider.

In a competition (in the words of the organisers)  “designed 
to recognise the diversity and range of packaged 
products within this dynamic and growing 

category,” it seems fitting that Hogan’s have won 
two accolades with very different products.  Not 
satisfied with gold for their ciders they have 
also been awarded second place at the Hereford 
Museum Cider and Perry competition for their 
renamed "Poachers Perry".
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Great British Beer festival 2014
This is Britain’s biggest beer festival without a 
doubt! Held again this year at London’s Olympia 
on August 12th - 16th with an estimated 55,000 
festival goers, it was certainly the place to be 
to sample the largest choice of around 800 ales, 
ciders, perries and foreign beers anywhere.

From self-themed days and tutored tastings to announcing Britain’s 
most loved soap landlord / lady…. for some of us however, its all about 

one thing – Champion Beer of Britain! This is a competition run nationally 
throughout the CAMRA branches and judged under a set criteria by a trusted 
impartial panel at beer festivals who have been handed charge of a category. 
Our very own festival has been involved numerous times and this year we 
were trusted with the Best Bitters category. The winners from each category 
go forward to make up a final list for GBBF, below are the winners...

suPREmE ChamPIONs
GOld
Timothy Taylor, Boltmaker
sIlvER
Oakham, Citra
bRONzE
Salopian, Darwin’s Origin

mIld
GOld 
Bank Top, Dark Mild
sIlvER 
Branscombe Vale, Mild
bRONzE 
Castle Rock, Black Gold

sPECIalIty
GOld 
Saltaire, Triple Chocoholic
sIlvER 
Offbeat, Way Out Wheat
bRONzE 
Peak Ales, Chatsworth Gold

bEst bIttER
GOld
Salopian, Darwin’s Origin
sIlvER
Redwillow, Directionless
jOINt bRONzE
Langton, Inclined Plane Bitter
Purity, Mad Goose

sPECIalIty
GOld
Saltaire, Triple Chocoholic
sIlvER
Offbeat, Way Out Wheat
bRONzE
Peak Ales, Chatsworth Gold

bIttER
GOld
Timothy Taylor, Boltmaker
sIlvER 
Mighty Oak, Captain Bob

jOINt bRONzE
Flowerpots, Flowerpots Bitter
Sambrooks, Wandle Ale

sPECIalIty
GOld
Oakham, Citra
sIlvER
Hawkshead, Cumbrian Five Hop
bRONzE
Salopian, Hop Twister

stRONG bIttER
GOld
Church End, Fallen Angel
sIlvER
Blue Monkey, Ape Ale
bRONzE
Loch Ness, HoppyNESS
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*NO FOOD 
MONDAYS & TUESDAYS 

Traditional 17th Century Inn, offering Home Cooked 
Meals*, Real Ales, 

Traditional Pub Games, En-Suite Accomodation  

 The Wheatsheaf 
Open 
Mon.-
Thurs. 

11.30—3.00 
5.30—11.00 

 

Friday 

For over 30 years CAMRA was 
concerned about the diminishing 
number of outlets for cider; real 
cider that is – the traditional drink 
which is produced naturally from 
apples and is neither carbonated or 
pasteurised. A boost in the last 5 
years or so, generated by the likes 
of Magners and other cold, fizzy 
keg products, has spawned a wel-
come, new interest in real cider 
and it’s nice to see it appearing in 
more pubs throughout the branch. 
 
Warwickshire’s only commercial 
cider producer, local man Allen 
Hogan, is taking full advantage of 
the resurgence and is taking his 
Alcester based business from 
strength to strength. Celebrating 
the 5th birthday of Hogan’s Cider 
Ltd. in August 2010, Allen has 
successfully turned a hobby of 20 
years from a stall at the local 
farmers market to an around-the-
clock business venture. Supplying 
bottles and draught to a wide 
range of pubs, restaurants and 

farm shops, a number of major 
supermarkets and in 2009 export-
ing for distribution across Amer-
ica. 
Much of Allen’s success can be 
attributed to his dedication to lo-
cally produced, natural products.  
All of his ciders and perry are 
fermented from 100% fresh 
pressed English fruit from the 
counties of Worcestershire, Here-
fordshire Gloucestershire and 
Warwickshire. 

Notwithstanding the numerous 
cider and perry awards,  Allen 
knew he’d ‘arrived’ in November 
when he was invited to  take his 
draught and bottled beverages to 
Birmingham’s Frankfurt Christ-
mas Market and Craft Fair, the 
largest Christmas market in the 
country. As well as his normal 
products, 5000 litres of hot spiced 
mulled cider were on offer to the 
millions of visitors and went down 
a treat. 
Although Allens kegs and bottles 
are widely available, outside of 
festivals his ‘rough ciders’are 
more difficult to find. You can 
currently find it under the name, 
“Bennett’s Hill Blend” at The 
Wellington, Bennett’s Hill, Bir-
mingham but, (licensees take 
note), we’re still waiting for a 
more local outlet. 
Although the business is based at 
Haselor, near Alcester, the actual 
process of cider making now takes 
places at Castlemorton, Worces-
tershire. 

CAMRA is not just about beer 

High Street, Old Badsey, near Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7EJ 

Telephone: 01386 830380

Traditional 17th Century 
Inn offering Home 

Cooked Meals, 
Real Ales and 

Traditional Pub Games

En-Suite 
Accommodation and 
Function Room for 

Weddings, Parties and 
Business

Open

Monday and Tuesday
4.00pm - 11.00pm

Wednesday and Thursday
11.45am - 2.00pm and 

4.00pm - 11.00pm

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
All day 11.30am - 11.00pm

Happy Hour 
4.00pm till 6.00pm 
every midweek afternoon

NO fOOd 
Monday, Tuesday and Sunday evening

The Fleece Inn
Bretforton WR11 7JE

The quintessential English Pub 
- owned by The National Trust 

- run with love of tradition
Local Regular & Guest Cask Ales & Cider

Mediaeval Thatched Barn available to hire for 
Functions, Events and Weddings

Every Thursday from around 8.45pm - 
Folk Night - everyone is welcome

For further details contact Nigel on 01386 831173
Email: nigel@thefleeceinn.co.uk   www.thefleeceinn.co.uk

Check out the website for forthcoming events

Shakespeare
CAMRA

Worcestershire 

Pub of 
the Year 

2013



20 Closing date for copy for the next issue of  Shakesbeer is 10th November 2014

40th anniversary of CaMRa in Warwickshire

S
oon after midday, 
representatives from  the 
CAMRA Warwickshire Branches, 
including those who were 

instrumental in setting up the Branches, 
started arriving at the venue.  The 
event was formally opened by Jim 
Witt, Warwickshire Area Organiser, 
who commented that the first meeting 
took place on 13th August 1974. 
Unfortunately, there is now another 
event that takes place during August 
each year, which a number of those 
present were involved in, the Great 
British Beer Festival and so 7th June was 
chosen to mark the anniversary instead.
Jim Witt informed those present that 
about 100 people turned up at the first 
Warwickshire CAMRA meeting, which 
was amazing considering CAMRA was a 

fledging organisation, founded by just 
five people only two years earlier.  Soon, 
regular meetings were held, mainly in 
Coventry and Kenilworth, with around 
40 people attending each meeting.  Jim 
confessed to being a newcomer, having 
joined in 1976, and so invited Jim 
Pearson, who had been the Secretary 
in the early days, then Treasurer and 
eventually Chair, to say a few words.
Jim Pearson produced a copy of the first 
CAMRA Good Beer Guide from 1974.  
Quite different from the Good Beer 
Guide of today, it was little more than 
a pamphlet with only 15 pubs listed for 
the whole of Warwickshire.  By 1975 
… after some dedicated surveying by 
those early CAMRA members … the 
next edition of the Good Beer Guide 
was more extensive.  By that time, 
Birmingham and Coventry had been 
separated from Warwickshire.
The Shakespeare Branch of CAMRA was 
the first to break away from the then 
Coventry & Mid Warwickshire Branch.  
David Capron remembered there being 

chaos, but in the most positive way, as 
so many people had turned up to the 
first meeting to drink real ale.  In 1981, 
David along with Bob Macvie, Andrew 
Scott and Alan Whitbread, formed the 
Shakespeare Branch of CAMRA.  In the 
early days of Shakespeare CAMRA, 
David was Brewery Liaison Officer for 
the Alcester Brewery, based at The 
ThRee Tuns.  Their first beer was 
called ‘Genesis’ and the phrase ‘In the 
beginning, there was the wort’ was 
coined.  David wished to raise a glass to 
toast those present, but unfortunately 

A special event took place 
on Saturday 7th June 
2014 to mark the 40th 
anniversary of CAMRA 
within Warwickshire. The 
venue for the event was 
The Famous Virgins & 
Castle, Kenilworth, being 
the venue of the very first 
meeting of Warwickshire 
CAMRA.

Virgins and caslte pub

Below is Jim Whit

  

      
1st good beer guide, Warwickshire page

l Virgins and Castle pub

Virgins and caslte pub

Below is Jim Whit

  

      
1st good beer guide, Warwickshire page

l Jim Witt
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40th anniversary of CaMRa in Warwickshire
for Alan Whitbread, David found that 
he had left his beer at the bar.  I say 
unfortunately, as Alan’s beer was the 
nearest one and although willingly 

donated so that David could make the 
toast, it was the last that Alan saw of 
his beer!
In 1984, Rugby became a Branch of 
CAMRA in its own right and one of the 
founder members, Steve Heighton, 
reminisced about good times shared by 
Branch members.
Jim then invited Bob Southey to say a 
few words regarding the formation of a 
Branch of CAMRA covering Leamington 
and Warwick, which became known as 
the Heart of Warwickshire Branch.
For around 32 years, Nuneaton & 
Bedworth had been a sub-Branch 
of Coventry & North Warwickshire.  
However, Jim Witt was pleased to 
announce that the sub-Branch now had 
full Branch status.  The new Chairman, 
Barry Everitt, commented that he had 
only been a member of CAMRA for three 
years. But Barry hoped that, at the 50th 
anniversary celebrations, he would be 
able to share some of the Branch’s own 
exploits.
The speeches were closed by Gary 

Timmins, West Midlands 
Regional Director.  Gary had 
been a member of CAMRA for 8 
years and said that he couldn’t 

carry out his job without 
the help of all of the volunteers 
in the Branches.  When the Warwickshire 
Branches were being formed, there 
were 25,000 members of CAMRA.  It has 
only been 5 years since the number of 
members hit 100,000 and now there 
are 165,000 members.  Gary ended by 
stating “We wouldn’t be here without 
you.  Thank you very much for all your 
efforts and thank you very much for 

sticking 
with it.  It’s as simple as that: thank you 
very much.”
The formal part of the event now over, 
those present were free to dig into the 
long-awaited buffet and catch up whilst 
sampling plenty of real ale.

Gwen Godfrey
Branch Secretary

Virgins and caslte pub

Below is Jim Whit

  

      
1st good beer guide, Warwickshire page

Founding Shakespeare CAMRA branch members
David Capron, Bob Macvie, Alan Whitbread and Andrew Scott

Virgins and caslte pub

Below is Jim Whit

  

      
1st good beer guide, Warwickshire page

Jim Pearson produced a copy of the first CAMRA Good 
Beer Guide from 1974.  Quite different from the Good 
Beer Guide of today, it was little more than a pamphlet 
with only 15 pubs listed for the whole of Warwickshire.

l Founding Shakespeare CAMRA branch members David Capron, Bob Macvie, 
Alan Whitbread and Andrew Scott
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www.stratfordbeer festival.org.uk

CARvERYSpECIAlMidweek £5.50Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday lunch and Wednesday eveningSunday £7.5012.00pm - 8.00pm

Midweek £ 5.00  
Tues.Wed.Thurs. lunch 

 and Wed. evening 
Sunday £ 7.50 

 12 - 3.00    5.30 - 8.00 

Open 11.00—11.00 Everyday  
for Traditional cask ales real ciders and fine food 

WWW.ROUNDOFGRAS.CO.UK 

Tel: 01386 830206 

Situated in the heart of the Famous Vale of Evesham 

Bretforton Road, Badsey, Evesham, 
THE ROUND OF GRAS Carvery Specials 

Midweek £ 5.00  
Tues.Wed.Thurs. lunch 

 and Wed. evening 
Sunday £ 7.50 

 12 - 3.00    5.30 - 8.00 

Open 11.00—11.00 Everyday  
for Traditional cask ales real ciders and fine food 

WWW.ROUNDOFGRAS.CO.UK 

Tel: 01386 830206 

Situated in the heart of the Famous Vale of Evesham 

Bretforton Road, Badsey, Evesham, 
THE ROUND OF GRAS Carvery Specials 

Midweek £ 5.00  
Tues.Wed.Thurs. lunch 

 and Wed. evening 
Sunday £ 7.50 

 12 - 3.00    5.30 - 8.00 

Open 11.00—11.00 Everyday  
for Traditional cask ales real ciders and fine food 

WWW.ROUNDOFGRAS.CO.UK 

Tel: 01386 830206 

Situated in the heart of the Famous Vale of Evesham 

Bretforton Road, Badsey, Evesham, 
THE ROUND OF GRAS Carvery Specials 

Midweek £ 5.00  
Tues.Wed.Thurs. lunch 

 and Wed. evening 
Sunday £ 7.50 

 12 - 3.00    5.30 - 8.00 

Open 11.00—11.00 Everyday  
for Traditional cask ales real ciders and fine food 

WWW.ROUNDOFGRAS.CO.UK 

Tel: 01386 830206 

Situated in the heart of the Famous Vale of Evesham 

Bretforton Road, Badsey, Evesham, 
THE ROUND OF GRAS Carvery Specials 

Open 11.00am til 11.00pm everyday for 
traditional cask ales, real ciders and fine food

The Round of Gras
Bretforton Road, Badsey, Evesham
Tel: 01386 830206
www.roundofgras.co.uk

Situated in the heart of the 
famous Vale of Evesham...
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After joining CAMRA about  7 years ago I sat on the side lines reading the branch magazine as it arrived 
every quarter.  In  2012 I noticed the branch were looking for beer festival volunteers. Having  never 
met anyone from the branch or even CAMRA come to think of it, I threw myself in during setup week 
and then did a couple of full days during festival open time. I was HOOKED!  What a great bunch. 

Someone convinced me I should come to a branch meeting from which I left having been elected the 
Campaigns Officer.  From then I have become more heavily involved with the branch beer festival and a 
year ago took on writing "Shakesbeer", the branch magazine when the editor slot become vacant. 

Its as much a social thing as well as knowing that I am doing my bit for the real ale cause. 

 

Jason's Story 

Aged 39 3/4 

Warwickshire 
Shakespeare Branch Campaigns & Public 
Affairs Officer,  Shakesbeer Magazine 
Editor  & Heavily Involved with the Branch 
beer festival 
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Freehouse - Pub - Dining

• Four Real Ales
• Six Draught Craft Beers
• Nine Wines By The Glass
• Delicious pub grub 
• Open Fires
• Lovely Walled Garden

4 High Street Alcester B49 5AD  Tel: 01789 765948   www.theturkshead.net

advert:Layout 1  2/11/12  10:04  Page 1
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Five
Real Ales
including TT Landlord 
and Brakspear Oxford 

Gold

Two for 
£15.00
on all main 

meals
Mon. to Sat. Lunch 

12.00-14.00

A traditional community pub serving great food
and a wide range of quality wines and ales

off
your total bill when

Two Dine*
Offer expires 31st October 2014

*Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers 
or special event offerings. Management reserve the 

right to withdraw this offer at any time.
Please present this voucher when dining.

25%

9 Bull Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 6DT

Telephone 01789 268832  •  www.thenewbullshead.co.uk

Shakesbeer 57

8 Real Ales on continuously including Doom Bar, 
Black Sheep, Uley Bitter, Purity Gold & Purity Mad Goose 
or UBU with guests

Delicious Traditional & Contemporary Food

Beautiful Gardens

Functions, Private Dinner Parties, Conferences

Live Music on Friday & Saturday nights

Open 7 days a week 12 noon till late
food served Monday to Saturday 
Lunch 12.00 to 2.30pm • Sunday Lunch 12.00 to 4.00pm
dinner Tuesday to Thursday 7.00pm til 9.00pm
friday and Saturday 7.00pm till 9.30pm

The Holly Bush
37 Henley Street • Alcester • Warks • B49 5QX 
tel: 01789 762482  fax: 01789 766411
email: thehollybushpub@btconnect.com

Shakespeare CAMRABranch Pub of the Year 2011Warwickshire
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Our first pub stop is at MaRy 
aRden's TaveRn, run by a 
new young couple, Sarah Davies 

and Adrian Rann.  Their beers come from 
the Greene King stable and shortly will 
include their very own beer especially 
brewed for them by Greene King. They 
have a pleasant beer garden at the 
rear. Smart and comfortable, the food 
here is recommended.  
Only 100 yards to the left you'll come 
to The Masons aRMs. Usual beers 
are Hobson's Bitter at less than £3 a pint 

plus a guest beer. This pub is popular 
both with locals and with folk travelling 
on their boats.  If you enjoy good helpings 
of food then look no further!
Remounting the bike turn right and head 
for Aston Cantlow - downhill all the way!  
This is a pretty village and there are few 
prettier pubs than The kinGs head 
where William Shakespeare's parents 

partook their wedding breakfast in 1557. 
There are normally four beers available, 
including Purity Gold, Brew X1, Abbot and 
Charles Well's Eagle.  Their famous duck 
suppers have been served here since the 
end of World War II, often over 10,000 
in a year!
Continue cycling through the village 
until you reach the T junction where you 
turn right for Bearley.  You are now on 
The Salt Way, the ancient Roman route 
from Droitwich to the east.  Yes, it's a 
bit undulating but nothing too difficult!  
Notice the Edstone Aquaduct you go 
under carrying the canal above. At 475 
feet (145 m), Edstone is the longest 
aqueduct in England.  It crosses the road, 
the Birmingham and North Warwickshire 
railway and also the trackbed of the 
former Alcester Railway. 
Half a mile further you will reach The 
GoLden CRoss, reopened in April, 
now run by Carl and Sam.  What a great 
job they've done renovating the interior 

and are introducing a menagerie of 
animals into the extensive garden.  Look 
out for the Kunekune pigs along with 
rabbits, ducks and ferrets – though 
none of them are on the menu!  They 
serve a Purity beer plus a guest and are 
renowned for the quality of their food.  
From here now you head south down the 
A3400 to Pathlow and arrive at on your 
left at The aRMouRies (previously 
The Dun Cow).  You will receive a warm 
welcome from Debbie and Nigel.  There 
are usually four real ales on tap mostly 
from the local area and may include 
Cotswold Lion from Hook Norton, 
Wye Valley Bitter, a beer from Purity, 
plus another beer such as Cameron’s 
Strongarm.  The food is of a high quality 
but very reasonably priced, as is the beer!
Careful not to indulge too much on your 
way round - keep safe!

Bob’s Bikes - pubs by bike
I can think of few things better in the world than enjoying a cycle 
ride through glorious Warwickshire countryside combined with a 
few pints at some of our rural pubs!  This ride starts at the Stratford-
upon-Avon Canal junction on Bishopton Lane and heads for 
Wilmcote.  Of course, every road to Wilmcote goes uphill but at least 
on the canal it’s a staggered incline and the scenery is fantastic.  
Look out for swans and other wildlife gently drifting by.  Take the 
exit at Wilmcote and turn left into the centre of the village.

l The Masons Arms

l The Kings Head

Until next time,
Bob Macvie

l Edstone Aquaduct

l The Golden Cross
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If you are a CAMRA member in the Shakespeare branch, you should receive a copy of Shakesbeer through the post (one 
per household). If you prefer, a PDF copy can be sent to you by email - just let Shakesbeer know. If you live outside the 
area or are not a CAMRA member but would like to subscribe and receive copies through the post, then please send an 
email to shakesbeer@shakespearecamra.org.uk for further details.
The Editor reserves the right to amend or shorten contributions for publication. Copyright © Shakepeare CAMRA 2013.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this publication are those of individual contributors, and are not necessarily the views of the Shakespeare Branch or 
The Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. Shakespeare CAMRA accepts no liability in relation to the accuracy of articles or advertisements, readers must rely on 
their own enquiries. It should also be noted that acceptance of an advertisement in this publication should not be deemed an endorsement of quality by 
Shakespeare CAMRA. 

Local Trading Standards Offices: Warwickshire County Council, Old Budbrooke Road, Warwick, CV35 7DP 
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester, WR5 2NP 
Design and print by Bloomfield Ltd., Bidford-on-Avon, Warwickshire. Tel: 01789 490528 
www.bloomfieldprinters.co.ukSu
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Cask Ale Week is a celebration of Britain’s 
National Drink and the home of cask ale - the 
great British pub.

The Week is supported by thousands of brewers, pub groups and pubs who are 
proud to brew and sell Britain’s National Drink! They are busy planning activities 
ranging from beer festivals to tutored tastings – in fact anything that promotes 

cask ale and brings more people into the pub.  As a cask ale drinker we’re hoping 
you’ll get involved and use the opportunity to introduce some of your friends to the 
pleasures of cask ale!

LoCaL evenTs:
hook noRTon BReWeRy is running:
•	 Tutored	Tasting	launch	event	on	Thursday	25th	September	in	the	Visitor	

Centre.
•	 Ladies	Beer	and	Chocolate	evening	Friday	26th	September	at	the	brewery,	

hosted by Annabel Smith.
•	 Beer	Festival	in	the	PeaR TRee inn, Hook Norton.
•	 Menu	matching	with	cask	beers	and	1/3pint	glasses.

CoaCh & hoRses Harvington 25th - 28th September
Beer Festival - 15 beers + real ciders

Cask ale Week
Thursday 25th september to sunday 5th october 2014

www.caskaleweek.co.uk
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For just £23* a year, that’s less 
than a pint a month, you can 
join CAMRA and enjoy the 
following benefits:

■ A quarterly copy of our magazine BEER 
which is packed with features on pubs, beers 
and breweries. 

■ Our monthly newspaper, 
‘What’s Brewing’, informing you on beer 
and pub news and detailing events and 
beer festivals around the country.

■ Reduced entry to over 160 national,
regional and local beer festivals.

■ Socials and brewery trips, with national,
regional and local groups.

■ The opportunity to campaign to save
pubs and breweries under threat of closure.

■ The chance to join CAMRA / Brewery
Complimentary Clubs that are exclusive 
to CAMRA members. These clubs offer a 
variety of promotions including free pint 
vouchers, brewery trips, competitions, 
and merchandise offers.

■ Discounts on all CAMRA books including
the Good Beer Guide.

For more on your CAMRA Membership Benefits please visit www.camra.org.uk/benefits
* This price is based on the Direct Debit discount. ** Joint CAMRA memberships will receive one set of vouchers to share. CAMRA reserves the right to 
withdraw any offer at any time without warning and members should check CAMRA website for updated and details of current offers.

Plus these amazing discounts...

150,000 

m
em

bers 

and growing!CAMRA Membership Benefits

£20 worth of JD 
Wetherspoon Real Ale 
Vouchers.**

15% discount with
National Express coach 
services.

10% discount on 
toprooms.com.

10% savings at 
Cotswold Outdoor.

15% off boat hire with start 
locations form Falkirk to 
Hilperton.

20% off brewery and beer 
tasting tours.

10% discount on booking 
with cottages4you.

10% discount on booking
with Hoseasons.

Up to 52% off - with 
attractions for the family 
too numerous to name....plus many more
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It describes how the French want to 
invade England in order to drink all 
our ale! Well, what better reason 

would a soldier want to fight than to stop 
the French from winning a war? Great 
propaganda and motivation to get the 
troops to fight for King (or Queen) and 
Country.
As with nearly all old songs, Drink 
Old England Dry has many versions.  
According to the Traditional Ballad Index 
the earliest published version of the song 
was by Rev John & Lucy Broadwood in 
their Sussex Songs 1890 but it is much 
older. 
It probably dates from the Napoleonic 
Wars and it is sung to this day by a group 
known as the Boggens from the village 
of Haxey in Lincolnshire during the week 
leading up to the Hood Game, a combat 
ritual game but I won’t go into the details 
of that. You can look it up yourself! 
The various versions include references to 

fighting France, Germany, Spain and 
even Russia at various conflicts from 
1800 to the Second World War.  
Lord Cuthbert Collingwood is often 
mentioned as the hero on the British 
side. He was the Admiral whose ship, 
the Royal Sovereign, led one the two 
columns of ships which attacked the 
French & Spanish fleet at the Battle of 
Trafalgar, with Lord Horatio Nelson’s ship, 
the Victory, leading the other column. We 
won convincingly, 22 to 0 in lost ships! 
Hip, hip, hurrah! 
Another British hero who has been 
mentioned was Earl Frederick Roberts 
VC KG KP GCB OM GCSI GCIE KstJ VD PC. 
Wow, that’s quite a collection of gongs 
and he even had VD and was PC! He 
was a hero of the Indian Rebellion of 
1857 and the second Boar War of 1899 

to 1900. 
Wellington (or rather Arthur Wellesley, 
Field Marshall His Grace, the Duke of 
Wellington, KG GCB GCH PC FRS)  is 
referred to in other versions for his 
Peninsular War campaign and the defeat 
Napoleon Bonaparte and the French 

at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. He 
subsequently became Prime Minister in 
1828 to 1830.  Was it really as early as 
that he brought political correctness into 
politics?  He did have PC as one of his 
gongs after all! Boo! 

Finally, we mustn’t forget Winston 
Churchill who led the British in the defeat 
of Germany in the Second World War. 
No doubt by the time this edition of 
Shakebeer is published we’ll have heard 
quite a lot about that conflict! 
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drink old england dry
with alan Whitbread, folk singer & Concertina Player, 
alcester Court Leet ale Taster   www.alanwhitbread.co.uk

As I write this article it is not long ago that the European 
Election were won by UKIP, well illustrating our love / 
hate relationship with Europe. Also, the commemoration 
events for the 70th Anniversary of the D Day Landings 
and the WW1 Centenary are well under way. So I thought 
I’d be a bit controversial by choosing an ale song which 
refers to our oft-times choppy relationship with Europe. 

l Napoleon

l Collingwood

l Roberts

l Wellington
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Drink Old England Dry...
Now come me brave boys, as I’ve told you before
Drink ale, me brave boys, and we’ll boldly call for 

more
For the French have invited us and swear that 

they will try
They swear that they will come and drink old 

England dry 

Aye dry, aye dry me boys, aye dry
They swear that they will come over and drink Old 

England dry
Aye dry, aye dry me boys, aye dry
They swear that they will come over and drink Old 

England dry

Supposin’ we should meet with some Germans by 
the way

Ten thousand to one we will show them British play
With our swords and our cutlasses, we’ll fight until 

we die
Before that they shall come and drink old 

England dry

Aye dry, aye dry me boys, aye dry ...

Oft times, oft times, old Boney, he has said
If England would receive him, no taxes need be 

paid

We’d rather not believe him, for fear that he should 
lie

For fear that he should come and drink old England 
dry

Aye dry, aye dry me boys, aye dry ...

Then up spoke Lord Wellington with fame and 
renowned

He says he’ll be true his country and crown
For the cannons they shall to rattle and the bullets 

they shall fly
Before that they shall come and drink old England 

dry

Aye dry, aye dry me boys, aye dry ...

So it’s o drink me brave boys, as I’ve told you before
Drink ale, me brave boys till you can drink no more
The French may boast, but their boasts are all my eye
They say that they shall come and drink old England dry

Aye dry, aye dry me boys, aye dry
They say they will come over and drink Old England 

dry
Aye dry, aye dry me boys, aye dry
The French shall never come over and drink Old 

England dry

If you want to hear and join in with the choruses of traditional 
songs in the Shakespeare CAMRA area, try the following 
places:-
•	 2nd	Tue	at	The Cottage of Content at Barton (over the river 

from Bidford) B50 4NP 
•		Every	Thu	at	The Fleece at Bretforton (a NT property in the 

GBG) WR11 7JE
•	 1st	Fri	at	The Norman Knight at Whichford (GBG) CV36 5PE
•	 1st	Sun	at	The Gate at Upper Brailes OX15 5AX
•	 2nd	Sun	at	The Blue Boar at Temple Grafton (near Binton) 

B49 6NR
•	 3rd	Sun	at	The Mary Arden at Wilmcote CV37 9XJ
•	 4th	Sun	at	The Black Horse at Shipston on Stour CV36 4BT
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Your CAMRA Needs

YOU

CAMRA Branch Contacts

shakespeare Branch diary and 
Beer festival Round up

See Shakespeare CAMRA web site for the latest news and updates on meetings: www.shakespearecamra.org.uk

are you interested in joining your local shakespeare CaMRa committee?
We would like to hear from you if you could help us to help our local members.  
Do you have a few spare moments during the week you could help our local committee with organising social events - if so 
we would like to hear from you.  Or could you assist in gathering news or assist publishing this magazine by being part of 
our editorial team.  What about liaising with the local landlords and pubs within our branch?  If so we would like
to hear from you however much time you can spare in any capacity.
Please contact us if you have any questions or would like to join: chair@shakespearecamra.org.uk

sePTeMBeR
19th-21st  Shipston Beer & Food Festival, Rugby Union Football Club, Shipston-on-Stour CV36 4BH shipstonfoodfestival.co.uk
25th-5th Oct  CAMRA Cask Ale week  http://caskaleweek.co.uk/
25th-28th  Coach & Horses Beer Festival, Harvington WR11 8NJ
28th  The Golden Cross, Ardens Grafton Apple Day www.thegoldencross.net

oCToBeR
3rd-4th  Solihull & District Beer Festival B91 3DH www.solihullcamra.org.uk
20th  Shakespeare CAMRA’s 33rd Birthday 
21st  Branch Meeting, Red Lion Market Place, Evesham WR11 4RE, 8pm
22nd-1st  2015 Beer Festival Planning Meeting, The Fleece, Bretforton, WR11 7JE, 8pm
24th-26th  Apple & Ale Festival, The Fleece Inn, Bretforton WR11 7JE  www.thefleeceinn.co.uk/whats-on/apple-and-ale-festival.html
29th-1st Nov  Birmingham CAMRA Beer Festival, The New Bingley Hall, 1 Hockley Circus, B18 5PP birminghambeerfestival.org.uk

noveMBeR
18th - Branch Meeting, Snitterfield Arms Bearley Road, Snitterfield CV37 0JH, 8pm

deCeMBeR
9th - Branch Meeting & Social Pub Walkabout, Holly Bush, Alcester

• Chairman: lloYD EvANS   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . chair@shakespearecamra .org .uk
• Secretary: GwEN GoDFREY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . secretary@shakespearecamra .org .uk
• Treasurer: SuE RoSS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . treasurer@shakespearecamra .org .uk 
• Membership: JohN RoSS   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . membership@shakespearecamra .org .uk 
• pubs: KEITh BARKER   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . pubs@shakespearecamra .org .uk 
• ApplE Contact: JohN RoSS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . cider@shakespearecamra .org .uk
• Branch Contact: KEITh BARKER  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . contact@shakespearecamra .org .uk
• Branch Young Members Contact: ToM CoYTE  .  .  .  .  . bymc@shakespearecamra .org .uk
• Campaigns officer: JASoN NoRlEDGE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . campaigns@shakespearecamra .org .uk
• Editor - Shakesbeer Newsletter: JASoN NoRlEDGE shakesbeer@shakespearecamra .org .uk
• GBG Selection officer: pETE GoDFREY   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . gbg@shakespearecamra .org .uk
• public Affairs officer: JASoN NoRlEDGE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . publicaffairs@shakespearecamra .org .uk
• Social Secretary: JohN BlooMFIElD  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . socials@shakespearecamra .org .uk 
• website: KEITh BARKER  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . websupport@shakespearecamra .org .uk
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HOW TO ORDER

Post: Complete the form on this page and send to: CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans AL1 4LW 
Phone: To order by credit card please phone 01727 867201 during office hours* 
Online: Please visit www.camra.org.uk/shop* 

Your details (please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS) 

I wish to buy the 2015 Good Beer Guide for £11 (CAMRA Members only) plus p&p 

I wish to buy the 2015 Good Beer Guide for £15.99 plus p&p 

Postal Charges†

EU £7.50
Rest of the World £10.00

*Further discounts available by phone or visit www.camra.org.uk/gbg 
†Please note postal charges stated apply to orders for one copy of the Good Beer Guide 2015 only. Full details available at 

www.camra.org.uk/shop

The Campaign for Real Ale’s (CAMRA) 
best-selling beer and pub guide is back for 
2015. 

Fully updated with the input of CAMRA’s 
165,000 members, the Guide is indispensable 
for beer and pub lovers young and old. 
 
Buying the book directly from CAMRA helps us 
campaign to support and protect real ale, real 
cider & real perry, and pubs & pub-goers. 

UK £2.50

Please charge my Credit/Debit card. Please note that we are unable to accept payment via American Express.

I wish to pay by cheque (payable to CAMRA). Please remember to add postal charges to all orders 

Name

Address

Phone Number CAMRA Membership Number

Postcode

Card Number

Expiry Date

Name of cardholder Signature

GOOD BEER GUIDE 2015...AVAILABLE NOW!

CSV Number (last 3 numbers on reverse of card) 
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AvailableNowv005.pdf   1   03/07/2014   16:03



33 Redditch Road, Studley, B80 7AU Tel: 0121 445 4411. See up and coming events at  www.the-victoria-works.co.uk 
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE TO HIRE 

Follow us on  

WEATHEROAK BREWERY’s REAL ALE TAP HOUSE 

HOW TO ORDER

Post: Complete the form on this page and send to: CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans AL1 4LW 
Phone: To order by credit card please phone 01727 867201 during office hours* 
Online: Please visit www.camra.org.uk/shop* 
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I wish to buy the 2015 Good Beer Guide for £11 (CAMRA Members only) plus p&p 

I wish to buy the 2015 Good Beer Guide for £15.99 plus p&p 

Postal Charges†

EU £7.50
Rest of the World £10.00

*Further discounts available by phone or visit www.camra.org.uk/gbg 
†Please note postal charges stated apply to orders for one copy of the Good Beer Guide 2015 only. Full details available at 

www.camra.org.uk/shop

The Campaign for Real Ale’s (CAMRA) 
best-selling beer and pub guide is back for 
2015. 

Fully updated with the input of CAMRA’s 
165,000 members, the Guide is indispensable 
for beer and pub lovers young and old. 
 
Buying the book directly from CAMRA helps us 
campaign to support and protect real ale, real 
cider & real perry, and pubs & pub-goers. 

UK £2.50

Please charge my Credit/Debit card. Please note that we are unable to accept payment via American Express.

I wish to pay by cheque (payable to CAMRA). Please remember to add postal charges to all orders 
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The Broom Tavern

32, High Street, Broom, Alcester, Warwickshire B50 4HL
Email us at enquiries@thebroomtavern.co.uk or call us on 01789 778199

www.thebroomtavern.co.uk

/thebroomtavern

@TheBroomTavern

BEAUTIFUL 16TH CENTURY PUBLIC HOUSE
TRADITIONAL BAR SERVING LOCAL AWARD WINNING REAL ALES, CIDERS AND 

FINE WINES AND SITUATED IN ONE OF SHAKESPEARE’S DRINKING HAUNTS

SUNNY SPACIOUS FRONT AND REAR BEER GARDENS FOR THE WARM WEATHER 
AND ROARING LOG FIRES FOR THOSE COLD RAINY DAYS

GREAT QUALITY, FRESH LOCAL INGREDIENTS BROUGHT TOGETHER TO
CREATE FANTASTIC SEASONAL MENUS FROM TWO WELL ESTABLISHED

CHEFS IN THE MIDLANDS

NEWLY REFURBISHED AND RESTORED BOTH INSIDE AND OUT, OFFERING
FREE WI-FI AND DAILY NEWSPAPERS

LOVELY SUNDAY LUNCHES WITH FRITZ’S FAMOUS YORKSHIRE PUDDINGS
SERVED WEEKLY FROM 12PM

 OPENING HOURS
 MONDAY – THURSDAY   FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
 12.00 – 3.00 / 5.00PM ONWARDS  OPEN ALL DAY FROM 12.00PM



WYE’S WORDS No. 3

MAKE HPA WHILE 
THE SUN SHINES“ ”

SHARE OUR TASTE FOR REAL LIFE

HPA is a delightful pale ale that gives real-ale lovers a taste that seems 
especially good on a sunny day. Carefully made using Celeia and locally 
grown Target hops, HPA is smooth on the palate and boasts a citrus hop 
aroma leading to a balanced bitter fi nish. 4.0% ABV

 facebook.com/wyevalleybrewery   @wyevalleybrew
www.WyeValleyBrewery.co.uk


