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Is Shakespeare CAMRA 
county currently... 

buCkIng the tRend?

High taxes and cheap supermarket prices 
for alcohol have led to an increase in the 
rate at which pubs are closing. The tax on 
a pint is also a contributor making up two 
thirds.  The last decade alone has seen 
us lose 10,000 pubs in the UK and this 
continues at the rate of about 26 a week 
nationally. 

Is Shakespeare CAMRA County 
currently bucking the trend? 
Are jubilant times ahead? 
So far this year we are delighted to hear of 
seven different openings and a saving.
This excellent news is a very welcome 
sight for the village and high street 
alike especially where it’s the only pub 
providing a key hub for the community and 
complementing others where there are 
multiples. Hopefully CAMRA’s key campaign 
of scrapping the beer duty escalator tax will 
go some way to helping preserve the local 

(see further inside for news on this)
CAMRA local branches like to play their 
part in this too – so we like to reward pubs 
for their input with branch awards of “Pub 
of the Season” and “Pub of the Year” and 
you can read more about the latest awards 
inside.
There are many reasons for visiting a pub; 
for most it’s a social event, for others it’s 
a regular favourite brew or an historic 
interior, highlighted by CAMRA’s new  book 
Britain’s Best Real Heritage Pubs (of 
which our branch is proud to have an entry 
in the form of The Fleece, Bretforton) or 
it could be the running of the local shop 
or post office which some have taken on. 
Whatever the reason... 

SuPPORt YOuR LOCAL!

The pub trade of recent years has seen something of  a rocky 
road, with many more closures than openings or rescues. It’s 
there to read all too often in the news about the numbers of 
pubs closing and how landlords cannot make ends meet.

Use your mobile 
phone’s QR 
reader to scan

the PubS OPenIng OR SAved ARe...
the QueenS heAd (1), Irons Cross; the LORd neLSOn (2), Alcester; 
the ARMOuRIeS ARMS (3), Pathlow; the thRee hORSeShOeS (4), Wixford; 
the bROOM tAveRn (5), broom; ShAkeSPeARe Inn (6), Welford on Avon;
ROSe And CROWn (7), Ratley; the WhIte hORSe (8), ettington
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Pub News...
Stratford-upon-Avon
The Bear at the Swans Nest has 
been awarded the title Shakespeare 
Warwickshire Pub of the Year, the 
team at The Bear are very dedicated and 
this shows in the great selection of ales on 
offer.  A huge “congratulations” goes out to 
Simon and the team there.  For more detail 
see the main article on awards.
Old Tramway Following the recent 
success of the Merry Wives of Windsor at 
the Royal Shakespeare Theatre one of the 
stage props (a drinks bar with roof) was 
looking for a new home. 
One of the Old Tramway regulars Paul 
Hadland (aka Danno) is Head of Scenery 
at the theatre and permission was granted 
to reposition the bar at his local pub. So 
now the Old Tramway has a fine outside 
bar complete with a bit of history - worth 
a look up.

Bretforton
The Fleece  July 12th / 13th will see them 
at the Evesham River Festival sporting 
16+ real ales, and August Bank Holiday at 
the Evesham Angling Festival held at the 
Crown Meadow, Evesham with a range 
of 30+ real ales and 10+ ciders on offer. 
Entrance to the festival is free with an 
expected 48,000 promising a great family 
day out.

Bidford
The beginning of April saw the New 
Saxon close its doors once more after 
only a short spell of about  22 months. 
The future of this village location is under 
threat once more with the usual rumours 
of housing and restaurant use.
Get your thinking cap on at The Frog. 
Every Thursday they hold a charity quiz and 
are currently serving two ales, Purity Ubu 
and Bombardier.
The British Legion that was, has now 
settled on its new name of The Royall 
Inn and dropped the Crown name. The 

pub opens at 6pm Mon-Thurs, 5pm Fri 
and all day Sat & Sun. Three cask beers 
are available and on a recent visit these 
were found to be Arrowhead Extra, Royall 
Canadian and Bidford Ale. 

Broom
It’s exciting news from The Broom 
Tavern, following an unsuccessful (at 
the time) local battle to save the pub. 
After being closed for a long period with 
a very uncertain future and the prospect 
of being turned into residential property, 
and following an extensive makeover 
concentrating on all aspects of the building 
fabric and interiors, the freehouse pub 
reopened its doors in mid April under the 
guidance of Fritz Ronneburg and Richard 
Walton, both experienced chefs. They have 
an international background and have 
settled on the Broom Tavern to showcase 
their skills.  They are keen to use as many 
local suppliers as possible to provide a 
simple but good quality menu in this 
50+ cover establishment.  On a recent 
visit Sharps Doom Bar and Charles Well’s 
Bombardier were available and following 
on their own named beer Old Beggarly 
after the famous local drinking rhyme by 
Shakespeare. Also available were Hogans 
full range of cider.  We wish Richard and 
Fritz every success in this new venture.

Salford Priors
Things at The Bell continue to go from 
strength to strength they now run a 
regular  quiz on Sunday nights starting at 
8:30 pm, free to enter and a prize of £25 
worth of vouchers to spend at the pub. Also 
still serving all 3 cask ales Wye Valley HPA , 
Wickwar BOB and Sharps Doom Bar

Evesham
Even more good news on the pub scene 
this month as we hear that the Railway 
is now back in business following a short 
closure after the previous landlord retired.  

Now at the helm are Tanya & James who 
would like to welcome you and offer 
draught cider and up to three real ales 
including St Austell Tribute along with fresh 
home cooked good food.

Great Alne
Mother Huff Cap, Usually 3 cask beers 
such as Pedigree, Hobsons Bitter and maybe 
a specially badged beer from Brakspear. 
Food is served all day every day (not Sunday 
evening) and bus 26 passes the door. There is 
an ample car park and a sunny garden.

Alcester
Cross Keys Abbot Ale is always on 
handpump and there is live music most 
weekends. The pub opens at 4pm Mon-Fri 
and all day Sat/Sun.

Wixford
The Three Horseshoes which has seen a 
period of uncertainty reopened its doors in 
mid April, after repairing the building after  
vandelism with some experienced landlords 
at the helm.  Dawn Greenway & Richard 
Yardley formerly of No.7 Stratford are 
bringing their experience to this country 
local, aiming to serve good quality and 
value food from local suppliers. At the time 
after a successful opening night, London 
Pride, Timothy Taylor Landlord and Purity 
Ubu were available, they have also added 
real cider - Hogan’s Pickers Passion, Hazy 
Daisy and to come Panking Pole on hand 
pull. They are already planning events the 
first on August Bank Holiday, they will be 
running a three day music and beer festival 
(up to 20 beers and five ciders) in aid of the 
air ambulance charity. We wish them every 
success in this new opening.

Iron Cross
The Queens Head After a period of 
closure the pub reopened in March 2013 

...continued over



with landlady Wendy at the helm. The 
first 3 cask beers were Old Speckled Hen, 
Bombardier and Doom Bar and the pub is 
open all day every day with food served 
at lunchtimes and evenings.  We wish 
Wendy and her team every success.

Ratley 
Since our last edition it’s good news from 
Ratley - The Rose and Crown has been 
saved and taken on by Dawn & Sharon 
at the beginning of March. This lovely 
country pub boasts five real ales and 
lovely inglenook roaring fireplaces serving 

up excellent home cooked foods.  Wishing 
them every success.

Wootton Wawen
The Bulls Head saw  new landlord Dave 
arrive in April 2013, this joins two other 
pubs under the same management. These 
are the Waterman’s Arms, Stourport 
and the Gardener’s Arms in Droitwich. 
On a recent visit the cask beers were 
found to be Marstons Pedigree and Banks’s 
Original and this choice will be extended 
from the Marstons Breweries list as 
demand increases. There are handpumps 
for five beers. Food is served all day 
every day and an hourly bus service X20 
between Stratford and Birmingham stops 
nearby.
Staying in Wootton Wawen - The 
Navigation where you can find a pint 
of Ruddles County on handpump together 
with an ever changing beer which has 

included Atom Gold from the Cottage 
Brewery. The pub is on the A3400 and 
adjacent to the canal marina. May to 
September sees the pub open all day 
every day. At weekends it is open all 
day whatever the season and food is 
served all sessions. Live jazz occurs some 
Mondays and bus X20 stops hourly in the 
village during the day.

Tiddington
The Crown Three or four cask beers are 
normally available and on a recent visit 
these were found to be Hobgoblin, Doom 
Bar and North Cotswold Windrush Ale. The 
pub is open at lunchtime and evenings 
Mon-Thurs and all day at weekends.

Welford-on-Avon
The Shakespeare Inn is alive and well.  
The doors were re-opened on the 6th April 
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A welcoming place to meet and socialise any time of the year, with its open log fires in 
winter and spacious beer garden for the summer, it’s a great place to visit for a drink, a 
meal or even a stay. Enjoy a wide selection of wines, spirits, beers, lagers and real ales in 
a relaxing village pub. Hobgoblin, Sharp’s Doom Bar and up to two changing guest ales.

Pub Opening Hours: Open everyday 12 till late 
Restaurant Opening Hours: Mon - Sat 12pm - 3pm and 5 - 9pm, 
Pizzas and light snacks available untill 11pm. Sunday lunch 12pm - 5pm

The Swan Hotel, Banbury Street, 
Kineton, Warwickshire CV35 0JS

01926 640664
www.swanhotelkineton.co.uk

The Rose and Crown
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2013 by William Binley, he has managed 
bars and pubs before but this is his first 
time as licensee.  This a welcome opening 
as the pub shut without little warning. After 
being closed for five months, we learn that 
the approach will be a simple ale house 
with uncomplicated food to follow once the 
kitchen refurbishment is complete - watch 
out for fish & chip night! Currently serving 
Sharps Doom Bar and Charles Wells 
Bombardier and should be in tip top shape 
as he is in the process of completing the Cask 
Marque accreditation.  We wish William and 
his team every success.

Offenham
After what seems like an ever repeating 
phrase of “an uncertain future” Former 
GBG entry The Bridge is under new 
management  which has been taken on as 
a fourth pub by Wheatsheaf/Round of 
Gras/The Bear (Evesham) licensee.  This is 

good news as under previous mamagement 
on an evening visit in the winter the branch 
arrived to find the pub closed.

Redhill
Once more we see the The Stag close 
its doors after a short spell under new 
management.  It’s not all doom and gloom 
as it appears the builders are in and busy... 
so hopefully for September we should 
should have good news.

Further afield...

Hook Norton
Having been an avid reader of Shakesbeer 
during the two years he was General 
Manager of the Howard Arms in 
Ilmington, Quentin Creese is looking 
forward to browsing the pages of Beer on 
Tap since taking over at the Pear Tree Inn 
in Hook Norton. He took the tenancy of this 

North Oxon pub (effectively the Brewery 
Tap) in April this year and thereby became 
his own boss. The pub is open all day every 
day and Quentin wishes a warm welcome 
to all customers and especially to readers of 
both these CAMRA mags.

Worcester
Well known local landlord Nigel Smith of 
The Fleece, Bretforton has taken on the 
challenge of resurrecting the Cardinals 
Hat after a short spell of being closed.  He 
hopes to build up a good trade of regulars 
and tourists.  The pub is Grade II listed 
and comes with a lovely wooden interior.  
Currently serving six hand pulls.Nigel, new landlord at  
The Cardinals Hat

23 

 

 

 

 

*NO FOOD 
MONDAYS & TUESDAYS 

Traditional 17th Century Inn, offering Home Cooked 
Meals*, Real Ales, 

Traditional Pub Games, En-Suite Accomodation  

 The Wheatsheaf 
Open 
Mon.-
Thurs. 

11.30—3.00 
5.30—11.00 

 

Friday 

For over 30 years CAMRA was 
concerned about the diminishing 
number of outlets for cider; real 
cider that is – the traditional drink 
which is produced naturally from 
apples and is neither carbonated or 
pasteurised. A boost in the last 5 
years or so, generated by the likes 
of Magners and other cold, fizzy 
keg products, has spawned a wel-
come, new interest in real cider 
and it’s nice to see it appearing in 
more pubs throughout the branch. 
 
Warwickshire’s only commercial 
cider producer, local man Allen 
Hogan, is taking full advantage of 
the resurgence and is taking his 
Alcester based business from 
strength to strength. Celebrating 
the 5th birthday of Hogan’s Cider 
Ltd. in August 2010, Allen has 
successfully turned a hobby of 20 
years from a stall at the local 
farmers market to an around-the-
clock business venture. Supplying 
bottles and draught to a wide 
range of pubs, restaurants and 

farm shops, a number of major 
supermarkets and in 2009 export-
ing for distribution across Amer-
ica. 
Much of Allen’s success can be 
attributed to his dedication to lo-
cally produced, natural products.  
All of his ciders and perry are 
fermented from 100% fresh 
pressed English fruit from the 
counties of Worcestershire, Here-
fordshire Gloucestershire and 
Warwickshire. 

Notwithstanding the numerous 
cider and perry awards,  Allen 
knew he’d ‘arrived’ in November 
when he was invited to  take his 
draught and bottled beverages to 
Birmingham’s Frankfurt Christ-
mas Market and Craft Fair, the 
largest Christmas market in the 
country. As well as his normal 
products, 5000 litres of hot spiced 
mulled cider were on offer to the 
millions of visitors and went down 
a treat. 
Although Allens kegs and bottles 
are widely available, outside of 
festivals his ‘rough ciders’are 
more difficult to find. You can 
currently find it under the name, 
“Bennett’s Hill Blend” at The 
Wellington, Bennett’s Hill, Bir-
mingham but, (licensees take 
note), we’re still waiting for a 
more local outlet. 
Although the business is based at 
Haselor, near Alcester, the actual 
process of cider making now takes 
places at Castlemorton, Worces-
tershire. 

CAMRA is not just about beer 

High Street, Old Badsey, near Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7EJ 

Telephone: 01386 830380

Traditional 17th Century 
Inn offering Home 

Cooked Meals, 
Real Ales and 

Traditional Pub Games

En-Suite 
Accommodation and 
Function Room for 

Weddings, Parties and 
Business

Open

Monday and Tuesday
4.00pm - 11.00pm

Wednesday and Thursday
11.45am - 2.00pm and 

4.00pm - 11.00pm

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
All day 11.30am - 11.00pm

Happy Hour 
4.00pm till 6.00pm 
every midweek afternoon

NO fOOd 
Monday, Tuesday and Sunday evening



6 Closing date for copy for the next issue of  Shakesbeer is 12th August 2013

Supporting
The Shakespeare

Hospice

£12.00
ENTRANCE

PACKAGE

includes

Festival Glass

(£1 refundable) 

Programme with 

Beer List, Cider 

List and tasting 

notes and

Minibus Shuttle
from Railway Station & The Racecourse

Friday & Saturday - all sessions

<scan code for more info!>

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

7th7th
Stratford-upon-Avon

Beer & Cider Festiva
l

www.stratford be erfe s tival.o
rg

.u
k

BEER&CIDER

this year’s theme is

 Four Corners
    and Local!

Over

55
Ciders

Beers

20
Opening times: 12.00 midday - 11.00pm Friday • 11.00am - 11.00pm Saturday Food

available
all sessions

Live Music!
- SATURDAY -

On-site camping & caravan facilities

FESTIVAL
Friday 14th & Saturday 15th June 2013

Stratford Racecourse, Luddington Road CV37 9SEwww.stratfordbeerfestival.org.uk

StratfordBeerFestival

@SoABeerFestival

A Special Thanks to our sponsors . . . £7
of Drink Tokens
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On top of this they have gone on to support events in the community such 
as the village community orchard. Furthermore Steve and Di have further 
shown their commitment to the real ale cause by becoming the newest 
members of Shakespeare CAMRA branch.
Being one of two pubs in the village, this pub has become a thriving 
hub serving up three consistent ales with a good staple regular and two 
changing guests which are chosen in a novel and unique way by the patrons!
So if you’re lucky enough to be in ordering a real ale, you could be asked to 
help choose the next few months’ ales from a premier cask list supplied by 
the pub co.
Di and Steve also gave credit to Neil, their cellar man who keeps the beers 
in excellent condition, ensuring a plentiful supply which was evident 
during the presentation evening where beer sales were very brisk, while 
maintaining a high quality.
So once again Shakespeare CAMRA would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the team at the Coach and Horses for hosting a great presentation 
evening and wish them all continued success on a great community pub.

Coach and Horses, Harvington
Branch Pub of the Season
First time licensees Di and Steve Salter have been here just two years and already 
there is so much going on. To name a few things: there is a ukulele night, computer 
and over 50’s club, and an annual beer festival.

Quiz Night every Sunday
and Poker fi rst Wednesday
of the month
• Three Real Ales
• Real Cider - Hogan’s “Picker’s Passion”
• 5 Star Food Hygiene Rating
• Cask Marque

Food served
Traditional pub food & Sunday lunches
Mon-Sat: 6-9pm :: Sunday lunch: 12-3pm

Outside 
Catering 
& Mobile 

Bar

THE COACH & HORSES
Harvington WR11 8NJ
Tel: 01386 870249
www.coachandhorsesharvington.co.uk

Function 
Room

& Skittle 
Alley

Opening times:
Mon-Fri 5pm to 12.00 Sat. 12-12 :: Sun. 12-11.30

Shakespeare 
CAMRA

Pub of the 
Season 

Spring 2013
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5 real ales    
28 wines by the glass
premium draught lagers
fabulous pub food
Sunday roast     
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GUILD ST.

RSC

Telephone: 01789 265 540
Swan’s Nest, CV37 7LT

5 minutes walk from the RSC

Now 8 real ales

T: 01608 684866  sales@thepatriotbrewery.co.uk
www.thepatriotbrewery.co.uk

The new micro brewery in 
the Cotswolds, able to 
supply you with quality real ales.

01608 684866
sales@thepatriotbrewery.co.uk
www.thepatriotbrewery.co.uk

Patriot Leaflet:Layout 1  17/2/10  11:51  Page 1

MORRISMORRISMORRIS

FINE ALES FROM THE COTSWOLDS
Patriot BreweryPatriot BreweryPatriot Brewery

EST. 2009

Pale & Hoppy with all the 
Bells & Whistles!

3.8% ABV

RIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

� e Norman Knight, Whichford, Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire
Telephone: 01608 684621

See  website for more information   www.thenormanknight.co.uk

� e Norman Knight, Whichford, Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire

See  website for more information   

Discounts
available to

card carrying 
CAMRA

Members

CAMRA Warwickshire County Pub of the Year 2012

The Patriot Brewery Ltd at The Norman Knight,
Whichford, Nr Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire CV36 5PE

THE FEWTHE FEW
3.6% ABV

*5p donation only applies to ‘The Few’

Fantastic extensive menu available lunchtimes and 
evening featuring locally sourced homemade cooking in a 
friendly and traditional Cotswold country pub
Every Tuesday, fi sh and chip night
(cod, haddock plus an ever changing special)
Every Sunday we off er a traditional carvery
with at least two roasts
Fantastic music events throughout the summer
(see website)

Space behind pub for fi ve caravans, electric hook-up,
toilets and showers available all year.

Up to six real ales available including our own beer
brewed on the premises plus real cider and perry.

We can cater for private functions for up to 60 people

A donation of
5p per pint* will be

donated to The Battle of 
Britain Memorial Trust

“Staying True to
The Few”

The new micro brewery in 
the Cotswolds, able to 
supply you with quality real ales.

01608 684866
sales@thepatriotbrewery.co.uk
www.thepatriotbrewery.co.uk

Patriot Leaflet:Layout 1  17/2/10  11:51  Page 1
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It comes at a price, having two winners as 
we have to make extra visits to the pubs, 
ah such is life I suppose, there are worse 
passions in life!
It was a busy night at the Swan’s Nest, 
Stratford-upon-Avon on the 22nd April 
when the Shakespeare branch members 
met to present the Bear Freehouse 
with Shakespeare joint Branch Pub of the 
Year award for 2013.
The night coincided with the Manchester 
United v Aston Villa match which saw the 

venue busy with supporters of football 
and local CAMRA members plus some 
members from outside our branch.  At 
half time our Branch Chairman, Lloyd 
Evans, described how the road to the 
award had started some years previously 
when General Manager, Neil Hanson, was 
recruiting for the position of Bar Manager 
at The Bear.  The successful candidate, 

Simon Taylor, previously had similar 
experience just outside our branch and 
was well suited to raise the profile of the 
freehouse.  During the next couple of 
years The Bear was reviewed by many of 
our branch members on beer quality and 
atmosphere, and nominated the pub to 
be given their current GBG status.  
Simon and the whole team manage 
an excellent range of beers, of a wide 
spectrum of styles, which are always kept 
in excellent condition.  He is also keen to 

hear your views 
on what you 
may like to be 
seen as the next 
beer line-up.  
It was with 
great pride that 
Lloyd presented 
Simon and the 
team, their 
certificate for 
The Shakespeare 
Warwickshire 

Area Pub of the Year and joint Branch 
Pub of the Year award for 2013, neither 
of which had been previously awarded to 
The Bear.
The Bear now goes forward into the 
next round of judging of all the pubs 
nominated within Warwickshire county 
and if successful will then go forward to 
the West Midlands regional finalists.  We 

wish them all them every success.
Moving on to our Worcestershire Pub of 
the Year, we have come back to an old fa-
vourite The Fleece (run by Nigel Smith) 
which is not a stranger to this award most 
recently having been awarded this in 
2009 and 2011.  The Fleece at Bretforton, 
being such an historic establishment 
dating back to the 17th century, is oozing 
charm and character and it is this that 
gave us great pleasure to make a double 
presentation as The Fleece has been 
awarded a place in CAMRA’s Britains best 
real heritage pubs, which highlights 
hidden gems, along with Worcestershire 
Branch Pub of the Year.
There is always something going on at 
the pub and between folk nights, vintage 
car rallies, festivals and shindigs, we were 
amazed that he managed to fit us in for a 
presentation at all.  And above everything 
else there is always a good, interesting 
range of beers including the long term 
favourite Uley Pigs Ear. Keeping a good 
variety of beers and in good condition 
doesn’t come by accident and plays a big 
part in these awards.
It just remains for us to wish Nigel and his 
team every continued success with their 
winning formula.

Shakespeare CAMRA
Pub of the Year
Congratulations this year go to not one but two pubs, the choice 
was such that we were unable to separate an overall winner. 
Shakespeare CAMRA is blessed with close to 200 pubs in its area 
across Warwickshire and Worcestershire and so we have to look 
for those extra special things that make them stand out.  As our 
branch is spread over the two counties we have opted this year 
for a “Pub of the Year” for each.

x2!



10 Closing date for copy for the next issue of  Shakesbeer is 12th August 2013

Boars Head
The Visit

our website 
to see our 

menus

Telephone 01789 840533    |    www.theboarsheadhamptonlucy.co.uk

The Boars head
Find us at Church street, hampton Lucy, Warwickshire CV35 8Be

The Boars head is an award winning cask ale pub situated in the centre of hampton Lucy, 
Warwick. We have real ale from local and major brewers around the country. Wines are chosen 
to complement our food, or just enjoy with friends. The menu is in place seven days a week and 
blackboards have daily specials and desserts. a traditional roast is served sunday lunchtimes. We 
aim to achieve the highest standards in a friendly atmosphere. The open fire is a great place to relax 
in winter and our walled garden in summer.

We are open every day serving food lunchtimes and evenings (except sunday night) and special 
evenings and events will be available on the website.

This year we are pleased to announce the birth 
of a new local brewery.
Church Farm Brewery produces quality handcrafted ales at their farm in 
Budbrooke, Warwick, using exclusively english grown ingredients and 
traditional small scale brewing methods. If you would like to place an 
order of 1 or more firkins, or find out more about the range of ales on 
offer, please telephone 01926 411569.
The Boars head will have one or more of their brews on the bar regularly 
for customers old and new to sample. We also provide 2 pint containers 
to take home if you want to continue your evening with fine cask ale.



Brewery & Cider News
Wye Valley
Brewery chairman wins 
prestigous industry award
We are very pleased to announce that 
Peter Amor, founder of Wye Valley 
Brewery, has been awarded the ‘SIBA 
(Society for Independent Brewers) 
Silver Tankard Award’ for ‘Outstanding 
Contribution to the UK Brewing 
Industry’. 

Peter has been part of the British 
brewing industry for 48 years, starting 
in 1964 at Guinness’s Park Royal 
Brewery. By 1979, Peter and his family 
had moved to Hereford, where he took 
on the role of distribution manager at 
H P Bulmer. Peter left Bulmer’s in 1985 
to establish Wye Valley Brewery and 
became landlord of The Barrels pub 
in Hereford. 
Over the last 25 years The Barrel’s has 
raised over £250, 000 for charity through 
its annual charity beer festival. It has 
also been host to several SIBA Wales & 
West Beer Competitions, including the 
first SIBA national Keg Beer Competition 
in 2011. 
Peter was one of SIBA’s earliest 
members and became chairman in 
2007. He helped it become the modern 
professional organisation it is today 
through formulising it’s aims and 
policies, and appointing its first full time 

chief executive. After his 3 year term, 
Peter continued to work for SIBA as a 
trustee of the Wales & West region. 
In the late 1980s, Peter started brewing 
HPA (Hereford Pale Ale) – a beer which 
has won numerous CAMRA awards, 
and was, at the time, one of the first 
of its kind. HPA is now the brewery’s 
best-selling beer. Dorothy Goodbody’s 
Wholesome Stout has also been an 
extremely popular beer, winning the 
CAMRA Champion Winter Beer of Britain 
in 2002, and CAMRA Champion Bottle- 
Conditioned Beer of Britain in 2008. 

Brewery launches a brand 
new beer, using a brand 
new local hop
Dorothy Goodbody’s Bosbury Best is a 
brand new bottle-conditioned beer, 
brewed with a brand new hop which has 
been grown less than 10 miles from the 
brewery at Townend Farm in Bosbury.
Townend Farm is the only grower in 
Herefordshire to have trialled and 
produced the variety ‘Cascade’, a hop 
which is very new to the UK. 

Whale Ale
With so many new 
breweries opening 
these days its 
nice to be able to 
report on a new 
brewery in our own 
Shakespeare branch area.  The brewery 
based in Brailes started by Tom and Ed 
Coyte has a set of values which should 
hopefully see them in good stead for 
a solid business - “Tasty, Honest Fun 
products.” To start them off they are 
producing Pale Whale 3.6% blond ale 
and Ruby Moby 4% session ale. The guys 
have undertaken plenty of research by 

working at a number of breweries, large 
and small, to ensure a quality product.  
This, of course, is all under the guidance 
of their strategist Potter who is a three 
and a half year old Jack Russell Terrier.  
Whale Ale are making an appearance 
at most of the local festivals this year 
including our very own Stratford Beer 
Festival.  We wish them every success 
with their venture.

See our website www.shakespearecamra.org.uk 11

l  Tom and Ed Coyte
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Cannon Royall
Times are a changing 
for Cannon Royall, 20 
years after founding 
and setting up Cannon 
Royall Brewery Jim 
Wonders has called it a day. Glenda and 
Gerald had hoped for many more years of 
Jim’s expertise and wisdom but respect his 
wish to step down.
Since Gerald and Glenda took over in 
2009 Jim has guided, taught and steered 
them with his wealth of knowledge and 
expertise. He will be a great loss to the 
brewery and we wish him well in all his 
future enterprises.

Purity
Purity’s 1.5 
million pound brewery 
expansion is almost complete now and 
should be on the go by late summer.  The 
final equipment is going into place with 
this fabulous looking German built Brau 
Kon semi-automatic kit to bolster their 
production to 140,000 pints a week to add 
to the already brewed 14 million pints!

Hogans
Our local cider producer Hogan’s goes 
from strength to strength – shipments 
are leaving Haselor for countries all across 
the world!  The last few weeks have seen 
shipments leaving for Finland, Russia, the 
USA, Hawaii and Hong Kong.  The Finnish 
delivery will make its way to 22 different 
outlets as part of a festival.
We also learn that Hogan’s is producing a 
cider for Peterborough based Oakam Ales, 
this is to be called Oaple derived from the 
merging of the words ‘Oakham’ and ‘Apple’.  
New Oaple has a 5.8% A.B.V. and is one 
hundred per 
cent English. 
Made from 
English cider 
apples with 
a hint of 
freshly pressed 
Bramleys, Oakham is producing 10,000 
litres of Oaple which will be available from 
May 2013.

LocALE 
News  
Following on from our Locale feature in 
Shakesbeer Spring 2013 we will be keeping 
you up to date on the most recent Locale 
accredited pubs

The Golden Bee, Stratford 
Serving the Purity range plus guests

Armouries Arms, Pathlow 
Serving 1 or more Warwickshire Beer co.

Brewery & Cider News

l  Glenda and Jim

Festival 
NEWS
GLOuCESTER
A few of our members where lucky enough to 
attend the 1st Gloucester CAMRA beer festival. 
News is that it was a resounding success selling 
out by Saturday lunch time.  This was followed 
up with emergency supplies to quench 
thirsts. A very good attempt for a first festival 
overwelmed by demand.

KIddERMINSTER
A very successful festival was held with 60 
CAMRA volunteers serving a whopping 2500 
pints of beer, 300 pints of cider and signing 
up 34 new CAMRA members.  In unused beer 
tokens a donation of £135 was made to KEMP 
which is a local hospice. Joint beers of festival, 
in the order of running out:
Saltaire Elderflower Blonde
Sarah Hughes Dark Ruby
Bewdley Sir Keith Park

Cider of the Festival:
Barker’s Upsy Daisy Perry

STOuRBRIdGE
The ever popular Stourbridge festival was 
well attended again this year with a sell out 
on the 2nd night by 7.30pm.  Festival goers 
had managed to get through 90 real ales and 
nearly 30 ciders. It was a friendly crowd with a 
busy bar which was fun to work, reports Keith 
Barker, of Shakespeare CAMRA.

Beers of the festival (from Simon Hanson)
1st Darkstar - Hophead
2nd Sadlers - Imperial Russian
3rd Angel - Bob62
4th Craddocks - Saxon Gold
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Open 11.00—11.00 Everyday  
for Traditional cask ales real ciders and fine food 

WWW.ROUNDOFGRAS.CO.UK 

Tel: 01386 830206 

Situated in the heart of the Famous Vale of Evesham 

Bretforton Road, Badsey, Evesham, 
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THE ROUND OF GRAS Carvery Specials 

Midweek £ 5.00  
Tues.Wed.Thurs. lunch 

 and Wed. evening 
Sunday £ 7.50 

 12 - 3.00    5.30 - 8.00 
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WWW.ROUNDOFGRAS.CO.UK 
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Situated in the heart of the Famous Vale of Evesham 

Bretforton Road, Badsey, Evesham, 
THE ROUND OF GRAS Carvery Specials 

Midweek £ 5.00  
Tues.Wed.Thurs. lunch 

 and Wed. evening 
Sunday £ 7.50 

 12 - 3.00    5.30 - 8.00 

Open 11.00—11.00 Everyday  
for Traditional cask ales real ciders and fine food 

WWW.ROUNDOFGRAS.CO.UK 

Tel: 01386 830206 

Situated in the heart of the Famous Vale of Evesham 

Bretforton Road, Badsey, Evesham, 
THE ROUND OF GRAS Carvery Specials 

Open 11.00am til 11.00pm everyday for 
traditional cask ales, real ciders and fine food

The Round of Gras
Bretforton Road, Badsey, Evesham
Tel: 01386 830206
www.roundofgras.co.uk

Situated in the heart of the 
famous Vale of Evesham...
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Fair deal in Sight for Britain’s Pubs

A new powerful watchdog will prevent 
large pub companies from taking excessive 
profits from their pubs at the expense of 
licensees and pub goers. The Government 
is also consulting on introducing “Guest 
Beer” and “Market Rent Only” options. 
These would provide the opportunity 
for licensees to partially or fully opt out 
of tied arrangements combined with an 
independently assessed market rent.
Mike Benner, CAMRA’s Chief Executive, 
commented:
“It is fantastic news that the Government 
is pushing ahead with these desperately 
needed reforms. Introducing Guest Beer and 
Market Rent Only options will deliver fair 

market rents and ensure licensees are able 
to buy beer at competitive prices. These re-
forms, coupled with an industry watchdog 
with real teeth, are urgently needed to help 
safeguard the future of many thousands of 
valued community pubs.”
“The large pub companies have been given 
repeated opportunities to deliver effective 
self regulation but have failed to do so. 
CAMRA is delighted that after nine years of 
self regulation failure the Government has 
decided to act.”
“Guest Beer and Market Rent Only options 
promise to be a major boost for Britain’s 
thriving independent brewery sector as 
well as the pub sector. Over 1,000 small 

brewers who are currently locked out of 
supplying local pubs will now be able to 
make their beers more widely available to 
pub customers.”

T: 01608 684866  sales@thepatriotbrewery.co.uk
www.thepatriotbrewery.co.uk

The new micro brewery in 
the Cotswolds, able to 
supply you with quality real ales.

01608 684866
sales@thepatriotbrewery.co.uk
www.thepatriotbrewery.co.uk

Patriot Leaflet:Layout 1  17/2/10  11:51  Page 1

MORRISMORRISMORRIS

FINE ALES FROM THE COTSWOLDS
Patriot BreweryPatriot BreweryPatriot Brewery

EST. 2009

Pale & Hoppy with all the 
Bells & Whistles!

3.8% ABV

RIRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

� e Norman Knight, Whichford, Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire
Telephone: 01608 684621

See  website for more information   www.thenormanknight.co.uk

� e Norman Knight, Whichford, Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire

See  website for more information   

Discounts
available to

card carrying 
CAMRA

Members

CAMRA Warwickshire County Pub of the Year 2012

The Patriot Brewery Ltd at The Norman Knight,
Whichford, Nr Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire CV36 5PE

THE FEWTHE FEW
3.6% ABV

*5p donation only applies to ‘The Few’

Fantastic extensive menu available lunchtimes and 
evening featuring locally sourced homemade cooking in a 
friendly and traditional Cotswold country pub
Every Tuesday, fi sh and chip night
(cod, haddock plus an ever changing special)
Every Sunday we off er a traditional carvery
with at least two roasts
Fantastic music events throughout the summer
(see website)

Space behind pub for fi ve caravans, electric hook-up,
toilets and showers available all year.

Up to six real ales available including our own beer
brewed on the premises plus real cider and perry.

We can cater for private functions for up to 60 people

A donation of
5p per pint* will be

donated to The Battle of 
Britain Memorial Trust

“Staying True to
The Few”

The new micro brewery in 
the Cotswolds, able to 
supply you with quality real ales.

01608 684866
sales@thepatriotbrewery.co.uk
www.thepatriotbrewery.co.uk

Patriot Leaflet:Layout 1  17/2/10  11:51  Page 1

CAMRA has strongly welcomed Government plans to stop 
large pub companies damaging Britain’s pubs by charging 
pub licensees high rents alongside inflated beer prices.

Think us Brits have got 
It bad with beer tax..?
Figures from the French government 
show that beer accounts for just 16% of 
alcohol sold. Yet, despite sales from artisan 
breweries growing at 10%pa, compared 
with a 5% fall in ‘industrial beer’  from 
the multi-nationals - and with many new 
breweries appearing year on year - the 
French have increased the tax on beer. Wine 
producers pay 15 times less than brewers, 
and the cost per French unit of spirits is 
cheaper than a unit of beer. The French 
brewers are indignant and so are the French 
beer drinkers .
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Could Shakespeare CAMRA be on 
form for a third time in a row?
It had been nearly 12 months to the day since we last defended 
against North Cotswold CAMRA on home turf.  
This was second time lucky to attempt to play as we were first 
scheduled for January when the snow kept everyone away at short 
notice.
The return venue was set - The Butchers Arms, Mickleton.
Luckily it’s about taking part as there were some interestingly low 
scores recorded on the evening on this slightly shorter than normal 
alley. Additionally Shakespeare CAMRA were a little short on 
numbers so played with surplus from the hosts.
Shakespeare where fortunate enough to walk away with two 
prizes of lowest male and female scores, £5 awarded to each, 
(identities kept a secret to protect honour!)

The Fleece Inn
Bretforton WR11 7JE

The quintessential English Pub
- owned by The National Trust

- run with love of tradition
Local Regular & Guest Cask Ales & Cider

Mediaeval Thatched Barn available to hire for 
Functions, Events and Weddings

Every Thursday from around 8.45pm -
Folk Night - everyone is welcome

For further details contact Nigel on 01386 831173
Email: nigel@thefl eeceinn.co.uk   www.thefl eeceinn.co.uk

Check out the website for forthcoming events

Shakespeare
CAMRA

Worcestershire 

Pub of
the Year

2013

Shakespeare Social
defending Skittle Glory!

 To fuel the team we must thank the Butchers Arms for a good spread 
of a warming cottage pie and three ales in fine form available at the 
bar - GK Abbot, CW Bombardier and Purity UBU.
 Watch this space North Cotswold for a rematch!
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Freehouse - Pub - Dining

• Four Real Ales
• Six Draught Craft Beers
• Nine Wines By The Glass
• Delicious pub grub 
• Open Fires
• Lovely Walled Garden

4 High Street Alcester B49 5AD  Tel: 01789 765948   www.theturkshead.net

advert:Layout 1  2/11/12  10:04  Page 1



First verse & refrain...
Here’s good luck to the pint pot
Good luck to the barley mow
Jolly good luck to the pint pot
Good luck to the barley mow
Oh the pint pot, half a pint, gill pot, half a gill, quarter gill, 
nipperkin, and a brown bowl
Here’s good luck (good luck!), 
good luck to the barley mow

Second verse & refrain...
Now here’s good luck to the quart pot
Good luck to the barley mow
Jolly good luck to the quart pot
Good luck to the barley mow
Oh the quart pot, pint pot, half a pint, gill pot, half a gill, quarter gill, nipperkin, and a brown bowl
Here’s good luck (good luck!), 
good luck to the barley mow

Numerous verses later, this last stanza and refrain conclude this 
version of the song, final verse...
Now here’s good luck to the 
company
Good luck to the barley mow
Jolly good luck to the company
Good luck to the barley mow
Oh, the company, brewer, bookie 
(or cooper), slavey, drayer, 
daughter, landlady, landlord, 
barrel, half-barrel, gallon, 
half-gallon, quart pot, pint pot, half pint, gill pot, half gill, 
quarter gill, nipperkin, and a 
brown bowl
Here’s good luck (good luck!), 
good luck to the barley mow

18 Closing date for copy for the next issue of  Shakesbeer is 12th August 2013

It can be a sung as a drinking challenge song. 
Participants have a gulp of drink just after singing 
the second line in each verse (“Good luck to the 
barley mow”). Any participant who fails to sing the 
song’s (progressively expanding) refrain in a single 
breath must drink his tankard down, as you do at 
the end if you have any beer left!
I probably don’t need to tell you that a barley mow 
is a stack (mow) of barley and that barley is the 
grain that is commonly malted for brewing beer. 
The verses of “The Barley Mow” wish good luck 
to various sizes of vessels of alcoholic beverages. 
Later verses supplement this list with roles and 
occupations associated with beer, from brewing, 
to distribution, to serving in public houses, to 
drinking. According to Cecil Sharp, the famous folk 
song & dance collector (1859 to 1924), the song 
has numerous variations. This is one version...
The 12 terms between landlord and round bowl 
are English units used to measure the volume of 
alcoholic beverages. These are sung in descending 
order from largest (barrel) to smallest (brown 
bowl). Brown bowl (sometimes sung “round 
bowl”) indicates either a humble, wooden bowl, or 
a person’s hands cupped together into the shape 
of a bowl. Strictly, a gill is 5 fluid ounces, a half gill 
is 2.5, a quarter gill 1.25, a nipperkin 0.625 and a 
brown bowl is hardly anything at all! 
As you can see, it’s quite a tongue-twister of a 

The Barley Mow
with Alan Whitbread, Folk Singer & Concertina Player, 
Alcester Court Leet Ale Taster   www.alanwhitbread.co.uk

If you want to hear (and join in with!) such traditional songs being sung try the following places:-
Second Tuesday at The Cottage of Content at Barton (over the river from Bidford) B50 4NP, second Sunday at The Blue Boar Inn at 
Temple Grafton (near Binton) B49 6NR, fourth Sunday at The Mary Arden Inn at Wilmcote (near the Shakespeare property) CV37 9XJ 
and every Thursday at The Fleece Inn at Bretforton (a National Trust Inn) WR11 7JE (a GBG pub!).  

song, only attempted by singers with 
a prestigious memory. Personally, 
I’ve never attempted it but I have 
occasionally heard it sung with the 
singer adding the names of people in 
the audience as extra verses – now 
that’s quite a feat! 
I’ve never actually been to the two 

Barley Mow pubs near us – one in 
Studley and the other in Newbold-
on-Avon.  Has anyone ever heard the 
song sung there? If not, you could learn 
it and give it a try – you might be the 
first ever person to do it there and the 
landlord might give you a free pint for a 
year! Well, you never know! 

The Barley Mow is a cumulative song 
celebrated in the traditions of English folk 
music and beer. William Chappell transcribed 
the lyrics in his two-volume work Popular 
Music of the Olden Time (1855), saying that in 
Herefordshire (did he never visit Warwickshire 
or Worcestershire, may I ask?) the song 
was “frequently sung by the countrymen in 
ale-houses after their daily labour”. And I bet 
they drank a few pints of beer as well!

l  The Barley Mow, Newbold-on-Avon 
(left) and Studley (right)
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33 Redditch Road, Studley, B80 7AU Tel: 0121 445 4411. See up and coming events at  www.the-victoria-works.co.uk 

WEATHEROAK BREWERY’s 
REAL ALE TAP HOUSE 

 

Follow us on  
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Armouries Arms
an Old Fashioned Traditional Pub

Birmingham Road, Pathlow,
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 0RQ

Telephone: 01789 267777
info@armoriesarms.co.uk

Monday - Quiz Night, 8pm start
Friday - Curry Night, spicy selection

Saturday - Steak Night, choose your favourite cut off the blackboard
Sunday - Traditional Carvery - £6.95

Traditional pub menu available daily
Food served Mon-Sat, 12-3pm and 6-9.30pm

Sundays, 12 noon onwards

10% off 
your food bill with this advert

(excludes Sundays)
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Uphampton Ales
Your local award winning Brewery

Cannon Royall Brewery Ltd
Uphampton Lane

Ombersley
Nr Droitwich

Worcs WR9 0JW
Telephone: 01905 621161

Nutritionist Dr Kathryn O’Sullivan, who 
carried out the scientific review, believes 
that swapping beverages for beer may 
actually be a sensible way to diet.
Although the industry-sponsored research 
may seem incredible to some it in fact adds 
to an emerging body of thought that the 
beer belly is a myth.
Beer has fewer calories per 100ml than 
wine, spirits, and even orange juice, it is 
claimed.
“Unfortunately beer has this image as a 
high-calorie, high-fat drink,” Dr O’Sullivan 
said. “It is very unfair.”
The report “Beer & calories; a scientific 
review” points out that the drink contains 
vitamins, fibre, and antioxidants and 

minerals such as silicon which may help to 
lower your risk of osteoporosis.
Dr O’Sullivan argues there is growing 
scientific support that moderate 
consumption of beer can be associated with 
health benefits.
She argues rather than detoxing we need 
to be more “consumer aware” at managing 
alcohol consumption all year round. “Beer 
drinking in Britain has become regarded by 
many as a vice and not a component of a 
healthy balanced lifestyle. But this is contrary 
to the latest scientific evidence,” she said.
“Enjoyed in moderation, beer, like wine, 
can provide many essential vitamins and 
minerals and moderate consumption may 
also protect against many conditions such as 

heart disease, osteoporosis and diabetes.”
Professor Arne Astrup, Head of The 
Department of Human Nutrition at The 
University of Copenhagen, Denmark, has 
also previously stated that there is no 
concrete scientific evidence to support the 
idea of the “beer belly”.

Beer Belly is a myth
The “beer belly” is a myth as there is no scientific evidence to suggest 
that the beverage causes weight gain, a new report claims. In fact beer, 
the country’s national drink, has nutritional and wellbeing benefits 
similar to wine when consumed in moderation, it says.

l  Shakesbeer stalwart Jim Sargeant 
enjoys one of his ‘five a day’ as part of his 
calorie controlled diet
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At Hook Norton we’ve got an exciting new addition to our range of great 
tasting beers. Visit our tasting bar, open Monday to Saturday 9.30am – 
4.30pm, to try Lion - pride of the Cotswolds.  Brewery Tours run twice a day 
Monday to Saturday at just £11.50 per person including a half hour tutored 
tasting - definitely not to be missed! For more information visit our website.

The Brewery, Hook Norton, Oxfordshire, OX15 5NY 01608 730384  e: vc@hooky.co.uk

HANDCRAFTED IN THE 
COTSWOLD HILLS SINCE 1849

Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 4.30pm all year round

Have you heard the Lion roar?

www.hooky.co.uk

Hooky CAMRA ad.indd   1 16/01/2013   15:27

Subscribe to Shakesbeer...
If you are a CAMRA member in the Shakespeare branch, you should 
receive a copy of Shakesbeer through the post (one per household). 
If you prefer, a PDF copy can be sent to you by email - just let 
Shakesbeer know. If you live outside the area or are not a CAMRA 
member but would like to subscribe and receive copies through the 
post, then please send an email to shakesbeer@shakespearecamra.
org.uk for further details.
The Editor reserves the right to amend or shorten contributions for publication. 
Copyright © Shakepeare CAMRA 2013.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this publication are those of individual contributors, 
and are not necessarily the views of the Shakespeare Branch or The Campaign for Real 
Ale Ltd. Shakespeare CAMRA accepts no liability in relation to the accuracy of articles 
or advertisements, readers must rely on their own enquiries. It should also be noted 
that acceptance of an advertisement in this publication should not be deemed an 
endorsement of quality by Shakespeare CAMRA. 

Local Trading Standards Offices:
Warwickshire County Council, Old Budbrooke Road, Warwick, CV35 7DP 
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester, 
WR5 2NP 

Design and print by Bloomfield Ltd., Bidford-on-Avon, 
Warwickshire. Tel: 01789 490528 www.bloomfieldprinters.co.uk
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Beer duty Escalator Win

WARWICK LIONS
BEER FESTIVAL 2013

WWW.LIONSBEERFESTIVAL.CO.UK

£5 ADMISSION
INCLUDING A FREE 
ENGRAVED BEER GLASS

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO LOCAL CHARITIES

FRIDAY 19th JULY 4pm - 10pm & 
SATURDAY 20th JULY 12 noon - 10pm

AT WARWICK RACECOURSE
• UNDER COVER • LIVE MUSIC • HOT FOOD AVAILABLE

ENGRAVED BEER GLASS

HOT FOOD AVAILABLE

Beer Festival 2013 Half A5 Advert.indd   1 21/02/2013   18:34

Claims that the Government’s scrapping of the 
beer duty escalator and the historic cut in beer tax 
are illegal have been rejected. After the Budget 
the Wine and Spirit Trade Association (WSTA) 
condemned the Chancellor for his support of pubs 
and the cutting of beer tax.
A disgruntled WSTA chief executive 
Miles Beale said: “It makes little sense 
to single out beer, particularly as there 
is a (European Union) legal precedent to 
suggest Government is unable to do so.”
Now, the Government has rejected 
criticism that the success of the 
campaign to scrap the beer duty was 
illegal and should be revoked.
Treasury minister Sajid Javid has made 

it clear the Government’s decision to 
reduce duty on beer, but not other 
alcoholic drinks, did not breach EU rules.
In response to a House of Commons 
written question from Labour MP Tom 
Blenkinsop he said the law requires duty 
on average strength beer and wine to 
be broadly similar, which following the 
Budget, remains the case across the UK.
“The average strength of wine has been 

increasing in recent years and per unit of 
alcohol the duty on wine has increased 
by less than the duty on beer,” said Javid.

“...the Government has 
rejected criticism that the 

success of the campaign to 
scrap the beer duty was illegal 

and should be revoked...”
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The Golden Cross, Wixford Road, Ardens Grafton, Warwickshire B50 4LP

Tel: 01789 772420  www.thegoldencross.net
oPeninG Times 
BAR 12pm to 3pm & 5pm to 11pm monday to Thursday; 
12pm to 12 am Friday & saturday and 12pm to 10.30pm sunday  
Food  12pm to 2.30p & 5pm to 9pm mon to Fri
12pm to 9pm saturday and 12pm to 8pm sunday

Locally Produced, Fresh, seasonal Food with Fantastically 
Conditioned Ales and a Great Atmosphere

debbie and the team will welcome you and ensure your stay is enjoyable whilst behind the scenes our four very talented chefs led by sam 
take great pride in sourcing only the finest quality local produce and prepare all of our food freshly on the premises. All our menus are 

available throughout our Bar and Restaurant areas as well as our Patio & Gardens. We regularly change our menu to ensure we use fresh 
seasonal produce and the specials boards change every few days. The original Golden Cross Faggots Are Back!! People used to travel from 
far and wide for The Golden Cross Faggots. We have secured the original recipe and have brought them back, the only thing missing are the 

dolls to watch you eat them (for those that remember) don’T miss ouT!

dOgS w
elcOMe 

in th
e bar
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d 
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den 

ar
eas

8 Real Ales on continuously including Doom Bar, 
Black Sheep, Uley Bitter, Purity Gold & Purity Mad Goose 
or UBU with guests

Delicious Traditional & Contemporary Food

Beautiful Gardens

Functions, Private Dinner Parties, Conferences

Live Music on Friday & Saturday nights

Open 7 days a week 12 noon till late
food served Monday to Saturday 
Lunch 12.00 to 2.30pm • Sunday Lunch 12.00 to 4.00pm
dinner Tuesday to Thursday 7.00pm til 9.00pm
friday and Saturday 7.00pm till 9.30pm

The Holly Bush
37 Henley Street • Alcester • Warks • B49 5QX 
tel: 01789 762482  fax: 01789 766411
email: thehollybushpub@btconnect.com

Shakespeare CAMRABranch Pub of the Year 2011Warwickshire

The Holly Bush Beer Festival 
21st to 23rd June



See our website www.shakespearecamra.org.uk 25



Your CAMRA Needs

YOU

cAMrA Branch Contacts
•	Chair	-	Lloyd	Evans                                            chair@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Vice	Chair	-	Vacant
•	Secretary	- Gwen Godfrey                                    secretary@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Treasurer	-	Sue	Fraser                                         treasurer@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Membership	-	John ross                                     membership@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Young	Members	Coordinator	-	Simon	Williams           BYMC@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Branch	Contact	-	Keith	Barker                               contact@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Website	-	Keith	Barker                                        websupport@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Pubs	Officer	-	Jason	Norledge	(caretaker)	               pubs@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Campaigns	Officer	-	Jason	Norledge                       campaigns@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Public	Affairs	Officer	-	Jason	Norledge                     publicaffairs@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Apple	Contact	-	John ross                                   cider@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Social	Secretary	-	Vacant                                     socials@shakespearecamra org uk
•	Newsletter	Jason	Norledge                                   shakesbeer@shakespearecamra org uk
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Shakespeare Branch diary and 
Beer Festival Round up

Closing date for copy for the next issue of  Shakesbeer is 12th August 2013

See Shakespeare CAMRA web site for the latest news and updates on meetings: www.shakespearecamra.org.uk

Are you interested in joining your local Shakespeare CAMRA committee?
We would like to hear from you if you could help us to help our local members.  
Do you have a few spare moments during the week you could help our local committee with organising social events - if so 
we would like to hear from you.  Or could you assist in gathering news or assist publishing this magazine by being part of 
our editorial team.  What about liaising with the local landlords and pubs within our branch?  If so we would like
to hear from you however much time you can spare in any capacity.
Please contact us if you have any questions or would like to join: chair@shakespearecamra.org.uk

JUNe
6th  5pm-11pm, 7th Noon - 11pm, 8th Noon -11pm 
Wolverhampton CAMRA Beer Festival, Wulfrun Hall

14th & 15th 
STRATFORd-UPON-AvON BeeR FeSTIvAl 
Fri 14 June, 14:00 – Sat, 15 June 2013, 23:00 Stratford-on-Avon 
Racecourse CV37 9SE (see advert on page 6)

14th - 15th 
Rugby CAMRA Beer & Cider Festival

21st & 22nd 
Nuneaton & Bedworth Beer Festival, Co-op Club,
23 Dugdale Street, Nuneaton CV11 5QJ 

JUlY
4th 7pm to 9pm,  5th 3pm to 11pm 6th 11am to 11pm 
Bromsgrove CAMRA Beer Festival Rugby Club, Finstall Park, 
Bromsgrove B60 3DH

19th 7pm to 11pm, 20th 11.30am 3pm then 7pm to 11pm 
21st Noon to 3pm 
37TH COTSWOld BeeR FeSTIvAl 
Postlip Hall Tithe Barn (off B4632 nr Winchcombe), Glos.

13th 
West Midlands CAMRA Regional Meeting at The Firefly, Worcester 
WR1 2SE at 12 Noon

16th 
Branch Meeting - Broom Tavern, Broom B504HL and then on to 
Three Horseshoes, Wixforfd B49 6DG - 8pm

AUGUST
8th - 5pm to 11pm, 9th & 10th 11am to 11pm  
14th Worcester CAMRA Beer Festival, Worcester Racecourse WR1 3EJ

20th 
Branch Meeting - Armouries Arms, Pathlow CV37 0RQ and onto 
Golden Cross, Bearley B95 6DR - 8pm

SePTeMBeR
6th & 7th Noon to 10.30pm 
1st WeST MIdlANdS ReGIONAl CIdeR & PeRRY FeSTIvAl 
West Bromwhich Town Hall, High Street B70 8DT

17th 
Branch Meeting - Norman Knight, Whichford CV36 5PE and onto 
Royal Oak, Whatcote CV36 5EF - 8pm



off
your total bill when

Two Dine*
Offer expires 31st July 2013

*Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers or 
special event offerings. Management reserve the right to 

withdraw this offer at any time. Please present this voucher 
when dining.

20%

Featured in
The Good Beer Guide 2013
(The West End, Warwickshire)

Great
New Menus 

Featuring local
game dishes

Wide Range 
of Real Ales

from brewers including, 
Cannon Royall & 
Timothy Taylor...

regular guest beers are 
always available

Regular Events 
& Offerings

Afternoon Ales
Tues, Wed, Thurs 3-5pm
Enjoy discounted prices

Fish Night
Last Thursday Every Month
2 Course Meal £16.95pp

A wonderful exhibition of Photographs 

and Maps telling the story of Old 

Towns history, including the people 

and industry that thrived there is on 

display. A booklet is also available 

featuring a brief walking tour.

9 Bull Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 6DT

Telephone 01789 268832
www.thenewbullshead.co.uk



WYE’S WORDS No. 17

ONE GOOD ROUND
DESERVES ANOTHER“ ”

SHARE OUR TASTE FOR REAL LIFE

HPA is a truly delightful pale ale that gives thirsty real-ale lovers a taste 
that’s distinctively different. Carefully made using Celeia and locally 
grown Target hops, HPA is smooth on the palate and boasts a citrus hop 
aroma leading to a balanced bitter fi nish. 4.0% ABV

 facebook.com/wyevalleybrewery   @wyevalleybrew
www.WyeValleyBrewery.co.uk


